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In  the  two  years  since  the  last  survey  progress 
in  many  of  the  negotiations  has  been  ob- 
servable, with  consummation  in  several,  but 
it  cannot  be  said  that  any  spectacular  break- 
through has  emerged  in  this  period.  Rather, 
it  appears  that  we  are  in  a “time  between”, 
in  which  final  basic  groundwork  is  being 
painstakingly  laid.  Several  significant  con- 
sultations are  aiming  for  1970  or  1971  as  their 
crucial  time  of  decision;  exciting  long- 
awaited  unions  could  thus  be  quite  close. 

One  of  the  more  significant  related  events  of 
this  period  was  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  Negotiations  held  in  April,  1967,  at 
Bossey,  Switzerland.  Realizing  the  growing 
need  for  exchange  of  information  among 
the  churches  involved  in  union  negotiations 
on  every  continent,  the  relevance  of  new 
approaches  or  developments  in  one  area  to 
every  other,  and  the  possibility  that  duplication 
and  culs-de-sac  might  be  avoided  and  time 
saved,  the  Secretariat  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission,  after  being  requested  to  do  so, 
organized  this  consultation.  It  brought 
together  representatives  of  united  churches 
and  active  union  negotiations  from  around 
the  world.  Forty-five  participants  from 
twenty-six  countries,  representing  twenty- 
seven  different  union  conversations  in  eight 
confessional  families  were  involved. 

Papers  were  read,  and  discussion  held,  on  four 
subjects : 

1)  Confessions  of  Faith  in  Union  Negotia- 
tions. 

2)  Baptism  and  Confirmation  as  a Problem. 

3)  Ministry  and  Laity. 

4)  The  Church  Local  and  Universal. 

In  addition  the  consultation  prepared  a series 
of  recommendations.  To  churches  negotiating 
unions  it  suggested  the  formation  of  covenants 
which  would  make  intercommunion  possible, 
and  it  urged  union  committees  to  develop 
programmes  of  education  for  union  (specific 
recommendations  were  included).  The  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  and  Secretariat  were 
requested  to  serve  in  ever  more  inclusive  ways 


as  a clearing  house  for  information  regarding 
church  union,  to  continue  its  study  pro- 
grammes, dealing  especially  with  subjects  of 
vital  interest  in  unions,  such  as  the  Ministry, 
Baptism  and  Eucharist.  The  consultation 
also  recommended  to  the  world  confessional 
families  a continued  clarification  of  attitudes 
toward  church  unions;  it  was  hoped  such 
clarification  would  give  positive  encourage- 
ment to  churches  to  participate  in  unions, 
would  indicate  to  the  churches  that  such  unions 
would  be  welcomed  as  an  enrichment  of 
existing  relationships,  and  give  assurance 
concerning  the  implications  of  financial 
policies.  World  confessional  families  were 
also  encouraged  to  make  decisions  together  in 
regard  to  their  missionary  and  ecumenical 
tasks. 

The  participants  in  this  consultation  felt  that 
the  assembly  was  of  great  value  to  them,  and 
expressed  the  desire  and  need  for  such  a 
consultation  to  be  repeated  regularly.  Papers, 
discussions  and  recommendations  agreed 
upon  by  the  consultation  were  printed  in  the 
Spring,  1967,  issue  of  Mid-Stream. 

In  the  various  schemes  of  union  being  devel- 
oped it  appears  that  there  is  now  general 
agreement  that  an  episcopally  ordered  ministry 
in  continuity  with  the  “historic  episcopate” 
is  to  be  sought  in  united  churches.  Accom- 
panying this  acceptance  has  been  general 
realization  and  insistence  upon  the  basic  and 
vital  ministry  of  the  whole  people  of  God, 
specific  attention  being  paid  to  the  “lay 
apostolate”  in  worship  and  witness.  Although 
generalizations  about  the  status  of  the 
several  negotiations  should  be  avoided,  I 
would  simply  mention  two  factors  which 
appear  to  be  emerging  with  regularity  at 
different  points  in  present  discussions. 

The  first  concerns  a general  uneasiness,  not  to 
say,  anxiety,  with  present  and  former  structures 
of  the  church.  It  is  increasingly  realized  and 
admitted  that  the  structures  of  the  past  were 
historically  conditioned,  adequate  perhaps 
for  one  era,  but  in  no  way  holy  in  themselves. 
Thus  the  need  for  flexibility  of  structure,  for 
imagination  and  experimentation,  if  the 
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church  is  to  exist  as  a reconciling  force,  if  she 
is  to  truly  serve  in  the  world,  is  receiving 
greater  attention.  This  need,  to  cite  one 
example,  caused  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  in  the  United  States  to  delay  and 
modify  its  formulations  for  many  months, 
after  it  had  reached  substantial  agreement  on 
the  principles  of  Faith,  Worship,  Sacraments 
and  Ministry. 

Having  made  this  positive  point,  however,  it 
must  be  mentioned  that  a corresponding 
openness  to  restructure  ministry  is  not  yet 
apparent.  Although  the  need  for  new  forms 
of  ministry  is  recognized,  the  schemes  gener- 
ally presuppose  the  adequacy  of  the  tradi- 
tional three-fold  formulation  of  ministry  and 
understanding  of  ordination.  Accompanying 
this  phenomenon,  and  related  to  it,  is  the 
general  short  shrift  given  to  the  ministry  of 
the  laity.  The  fact  of  such  ministry  is  recog- 
nized, but  nothing  substantial  is  made  of  it. 
Thus  the  question  emerges:  in  the  setting  up 
of  new  structure  which  any  church  union 
involves,  how  is  the  impersonality,  the 
bureaucracy,  the  indifference  of  the  institution 
to  be  avoided  ? Given  the  need  of  the  church 
for  institutional  expression,  how  can  an 
institution  be  provided  which  is  open  to  the 
participation  of  its  members  in  reforming  it, 
how  can  openness  to  the  world  and  other 
institutions  of  the  world  be  built  into  it? 
The  “anonymous  ecumenical  movement”, 
referred  to  at  the  conclusion  of  the  1966 
survey,  those  who  are  joining  together  across 
all  confessional  lines  for  study  and  witness, 
has  not  lessened  in  the  past  two  years  — rather 
it  has  increased  many  fold.  It  is  not  certain 
whether  such  “active  impatience”  is  caused 
primarily  by  indifference  to,  or  disillusionment 
with,  the  more  formal  aspects  of  institutional 
realignment,  but  this  impatience  has  become 
a significant  ecumenical  fact,  and  it  must 
increasingly  be  reckoned  with. 

A second  factor  emerging  currently  in  con- 
versations is  increased  concern  regarding  the 
tension  between  the  necessary  locality  of  the 
church  and  its  universality.  Unions  thus  far 
consummated,  although  in  many  cases  trans- 
confessional, have  been  limited  to  particular 
geographical  areas,  usually  particular  coun- 
tries. And,  as  the  New  Delhi  statement 
makes  clear,  there  is  a certain  priority  and 
necessity  that  all  in  each  place  be  one.  But 
what  happens  to  the  universal  aspects  of 
Christian  fellowship,  to  the  supranational 
characteristics  of  Christian  faith  and  life  in 


giving  priority  to  the  local  or  regional 
manifestation?  A united  church  can  easily 
lose  its  universal  character,  it  can  become 
overly  identified  with,  and  bound  by,  a 
national  situation,  problem  or  outlook. 
Closely  related  to  this  factor  is  the  growth  of 
the  so-called  “confessional  families”.  These 
families  do  enable  national  churches  to  retain 
and  develop  international  ties,  with  the 
accompanying  valuable  implications  for  gen- 
uine experience  and  demonstration  of  the 
universality  of  the  Church.  But  to  the 
extent  that  these  confessional  families  become 
burgeoning  bureaucracies  themselves,  divert- 
ing energy  and  attention  from  serious  involve- 
ment in  local  engagement,  their  place  is 
problematic.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
both  the  Lutheran  World  Federation  and 
Lambeth  have  recognized  the  problem  and 
are  giving  it  their  attention. 

It  can  be  said  that  most  of  the  negotiations  in 
progress  are  recognizing  these  two  problems 
and  wrestling  with  them;  the  coming  two 
years  will  be  crucial  in  determining  the  new 
forms  the  uniting  churches  will  take. 

In  the  following  report  we  refer  to  previous 
surveys  for  background  information.  These 
have  been  published  as  follows: 


A Decade  of  Objective  Progress  in  Church 
Unity:  1927-36,  by  H.  Paul  Douglass, 
Harper  and  Brothers,  New  York,  1937. 

Towards  Church  Union:  1937-1952,  by 
Stephen  Neill,  SCM  Press,  London,  1952. 

Survey:  The  Ecumenical  Review,  April  1954, 
p.  300. 

Survey : The  Ecumenical  Review , 'October  1955, 
p.  76. 

Survey:  The  Ecumenical  Review,  April  1957, 
p.  284. 

Survey:  The  Ecumenical  Review , January  1960, 
p.  231. 

Survey:  The  Ecumenical  Review,  April  1962, 
p.  381. 

Survey:  The  Ecumenical  Review,  July  1964, 
p.  406. 

Survey:  The  Ecumenical  Review,  July  1966, 
p.  345. 

Gerald  F.  Moede. 
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AFRICA 

CAMEROON 

Presbyterian  Church  in  West  Cameroon,  Eglise 
evangelique  du  Cameroun,  Eglise  presbyte- 
rienne  camerounaise,  Eglise  protestante  afri- 
caine 

During  the  past  two  years  discussions  on 
church  union  have  continued  in  several  sub- 
committees and  in  the  full  Church  Union 
Committee.  In  April,  1967,  the  three  former 
members  of  the  Church  Union  Committee 
of  Cameroon  (CUCC),  were  joined  by  a 
fourth  member:  the  Eglise  Protestante  Afri- 
caine,  a small  Church  in  East  Cameroon,  the 
result  of  a break-away  from  the  then  American 
Presbyterian  Mission  which  took  place  in  the 
1930’s  because  of  language  problems. 

The  Cameroon  Baptist  Convention  in  West 
Cameroon,  which  had  been  invited  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  CUCC  as  observer,  has 
not  shown  any  interest  in  the  union  discus- 
sions, and  in  March,  1968,  declined  further 
invitations  from  the  Committee.  But  the 
Union  of  Baptist  Churches  of  Cameroon, 
which  has  special  links  with  the  Eglise 
Evangelique  du  Cameroun,  (one  of  the 
members  of  the  CUCC),  has  sent  regular 
observers  to  the  meetings.  At  the  end  of  1967 
a mixed  study  committee  composed  of 
members  of  the  CUCC  and  this  Baptist  Union 
surveyed  the  problems  surrounding  negotia- 
tions for  unity  with  one  another.  At  the  end 
of  this  meeting  a declaration  was  drawn  up 
in  which  the  members  expressed  their  con- 
viction that  the  different  conceptions  and 
practices  of  infant  and  believers’  baptism  could 
exist  together  in  one  Church  since  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  been  at  work  through  them,  and 
that  the  mutual  recognition  of  the  two  kinds 
of  baptism  should  be  regarded  as  a basic 
starting  point  for  further  discussions  on 
unity.  In  March,  1968,  the  CUCC  fully 
endorsed  this  point  of  view;  the  Conference  of 
the  Union  of  Baptist  Churches  of  Cameroon 
has  not  yet  taken  any  decision  on  the  issue. 
Two  unofficial  representatives  of  the  Eglise 
Evangelique  Lutherienne  in  North  Cameroon 
were  present  for  the  first  time  at  the  meeting 
of  the  CUCC  in  September,  1967;  these 
representatives,  however,  did  not  attend 
subsequent  meetings. 

Discussions  on  Church  Union  in  the  south  of 
Cameroon  have  been  affected  by  the  opposi- 
tion movement  which  has  formed  within  the 


Eglise  Presbytdrienne  Camerounaise  in  East 
Cameroon  against  the  union  discussions.  At 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  Church  in 
January,  1966,  this  opposition  group  express- 
ed itself  in  principle  as  opposed  to  organic 
unity  and  threatened  a secession.  One  year 
later,  in  January,  1967,  at  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  EPC  at  Elat-Ebolowa,  seven 
pastors  and  thirteen  elders  of  the  Assembly 
in  session  separated  and  formed,  together 
with  a number  of  Christians  from  different 
congregations  of  the  EPC,  a new  General 
Assembly.  This  group  elected  its  own  officers, 
and  is  claiming  to  be  the  “Initial  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Cameroon”,  maintaining  the 
“sovereignty  of  the  Scriptures  and  the 
Presbyterian  tradition”.  By  such  a break,  the 
members  of  the  new  group  are  attempting  to 
protest  the  membership  of  the  EPC  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  (which  was 
accepted  in  1963),  and  church  union  dis- 
cussions underway  in  Cameroon.  Non- 
theological  factors  are  also  playing  an 
important  role  within  this  movement,  however. 
Because  of  some  actions  of  this  dissident 
group,  the  Cameroon  government,  early  in 
1968,  imprisoned  some  of  its  leaders,  pending 
judgment  of  the  matter  in  court. 

These  events  have  greatly  upset  the  Eglise 
Presbyterienne  Camerounaise  and  the  CUCC 
in  general.  The  question  was  even  asked 
whether,  under  such  circumstances,  it  was 
wise  to  continue  union  discussions.  However, 
the  member  Churches  of  the  CUCC  decided 
to  continue  discussions,  although  conversa- 
tions will  have  to  proceed  at  a slower  pace 
and  the  timetable  will  have  to  be  altered. 

In  spite  of  difficulties,  progress  has  been 
made.  Since  early  1966,  in  addition  to  the 
Basic  Principles  of  the  United  Church  which 
were  accepted  earlier,  proposals  on  the 
worship  and  the  discipline  of  the  United 
Church  have  been  accepted  by  the  CUCC  and 
presented  to  the  churches  for  study.  In  the 
discussions  on  the  discipline  of  the  United 
Church  the  question  of  the  baptism  of 
converted  polygamists  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  two  sub-committees  and  the 
full  CUCC  until  the  Committee  could  agree 
to  submit  to  the  Churches  the  following 
paragraph : 

God’s  command  for  marriage  is  the 
partnership  of  one  man  and  one  woman 
(monogamy).  The  Church  is  that  com- 
munity in  which  this  command  must  rule. 
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However,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
African  Society,  the  Church  would  be 
disposed  to  alleviate  its  discipline  by 
admitting  the  baptism  of  polygamists,  if 
it  were  not  hindered  by  multiple  reasons. 

Discussions  on  the  organization  of  the 
United  Church  are  also  in  progress.  Final 
proposals  on  the  organization  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Churches  however,  only  when 
they  are  complete.  Presently  a sub-committee 
is  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  relation- 
ship of  the  institutions  to  the  organization 
of  the  United  Church.  A theological  sub- 
committee is  working  on  a memorandum  and 
proposals  for  the  ministry  of  the  deacon  and 
deaconess.  Study  of  the  proposals  on  the 
Basic  Principles,  the  worship  and  the  disci- 
pline so  far  submitted  is  taking  place,  how- 
ever, at  different  speeds  in  the  several  Churches. 
Much  work  remains  to  be  done  to  communi- 
cate the  proposals  to  the  congregations. 

In  September,  1967,  in  the  meeting  of  the 
CUCC  held  at  Yaounde,  three  years  after  the 
beginning  of  union  discussions,  the  need  was 
seen  to  create  a full-time  Church  Union 
Secretariat  and  to  entrust  the  secretary  with 
the  further  responsibility  of  the  secretary- 
treasurership  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of 
the  United  Theological  College.  The  project 
of  a union  theological  college  had  been 
successfully  launched  in  conjunction  with  the 
union  discussions  and  the  three  major 
Churches  in  the  CUCC  have  committed 
themselves  to  this  project.  However,  as 
became  clear  during  the  seventh  meeting  of 
the  CUCC,  held  at  Deido/Duala  in  March, 
1968,  the  creation  of  a full-time  post  of 
Church  Union  Secretary  is  still  premature  and 
has  been  dropped  for  the  time  being. 

(ER  1966,  pp.  346  f.) 


GHANA 

Diocese  of  Accra  (Church  of  the  Province  of 
West  Africa),  Methodist  Church,  Evangelical 
Presbyterian  Church,  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Ghana 

Since  the  last  survey  two  new  churches  have 
joined  the  original  four  negotiating  bodies  — 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Ghana  and  the  Mennonite  Church  of  Ghana. 
Each  of  the  negotiating  Churches  has  now 
given  general  approval  to  the  three  documents 


sent  out  for  study  in  1965.  These  were: 
Proposed  Basis  of  Union,  Revised  Edition; 
Interim  Proposals  for  the  Service  of  Inaugura- 
tion of  the  Union  and  Unification  of  the 
Ministry;  and  the  Proposed  Organization 
of  the  United  Church.  In  the  case  of  the 
Evangelical  Presbyterian  Church  final  assent 
is  subject  to  the  agreement  of  the  larger 
Synod,  but  no  difficulties  are  anticipated. 
During  the  time  the  Churches  have  been 
considering  these  Proposals  the  committee 
prepared  a further  step:  A Service  for  the 
Appointment  and  Consecration  of  the  first 
Diocesan  Bishops,  and  in  1967  two  further 
publications  were  sent  to  the  Synods:  A 
Proposed  Constitution  of  the  United  Church; 
and  a Proposed  Order  of  Holy  Communion 
for  the  Service  of  Inauguration.  These 
documents  are  now  being  studied  by  the 
Churches. 

Sub-committee  work  has  been  extensive 
during  this  time : The  Constitution  Sub-Com- 
mittee has  produced  the  draft  Constitution,  the 
scope  of  the  work  of  the  Liturgical  Sub- 
Committee  has  been  extended,  the  work  of  the 
Administrative  and  Finance  Sub-Committee, 
and  the  Sub-Committee  on  Legal  Matters  has 
been  more  thoroughly  worked  out.  Important 
also  is  the  organization  of  a number  of 
Committees  for  Co-operation,  which  are  being 
set  up  to  help  the  negotiating  Churches  to 
work  together  now  and  to  plan  the  work  of 
the  uniting  Church  in  different  spheres. 

Of  great  importance  also  has  been  a “break- 
through” in  intercommunion  between  the 
Anglican  Church  and  the  other  negotiating 
Churches,  and  a major  change  in  direction 
of  thought  as  to  patterns  of  worship.  Formerly 
the  Committee  had  felt  that  emphasis  should 
be  placed  on  the  right  to  maintain  existing 
forms  of  worship,  but  now  they  feel  that  it 
should  be  on  the  development  of  common  new 
patterns.  This  direction  could  well  have 
implications  for  negotiations  in  all  parts  of 
the  world. 

The  intercommunion  “breakthrough”  con- 
sisted of  an  announcement  by  the  Anglican 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Accra  that  Anglican 
priests  and  laymen  may,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Bishop,  receive  communion  from  a 
minister  of  another  church  with  which  it  has 
agreed  to  seek  organic  union,  or  “at  gather- 
ings specifically  arranged  for  the  promotion  of 
church  union”.  The  resolution  also  provided 
for  members  of  non-Episcopal  churches  to 
receive  communion  in  an  Anglican  church 
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under  similar  circumstances.  The  first  con- 
crete result  of  this  significant  decision  was 
a joint  service  of  Holy  Communion  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Church  Union  Committee  on 
January  13,  1967. 

Finally,  as  a result  of  the  1964  British  Faith 
and  Order  Conference  recommendation  to  the 
effect  that  churches  covenant  with  one  another 
to  seek  union,  a “Solemn  Declaration  of 
Intention  on  Church  Union”  has  been 
developed,  designed  to  motivate  Christians, 
groups,  and  congregations  to  inform  them- 
selves further  in  the  movement  toward  union 
and  bring  them  to  conscious  resolve  to  imple- 
ment it.  The  paragraph  of  intention  itself  is  as 
follows : 

We,  the  Congregation  at ... , solemnly  declare 
that  when  (please  insert  here  the  name  of 
your  highest  constitutional  authority)  has 
decided,  after  full  consultation  throughout 
the  Church,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
united  Church  and  the  arrangements  for  its 
inauguration  are  acceptable,  we  for  our  part 
will  GLADLY  GO  INTO  UNION,  and  that 
accordingly  during  the  period  before  union 
we  will  in  every  possible  way  COOPERATE 
WITH  OUR  BRETHREN  IN  THE  OTHER 
CHURCHES  CONCERNED. 

Signed 

on  behalf  of  the  congregation. 

The  Church  Union  Committee  is  continuing 
to  plan  for  Union,  but  the  main  emphasis  is 
now  on  the  education  of  the  congregations 
in  the  meaning  of  Church  Union  through  this 
Solemn  Declaration  of  Intention. 

(ER  1957,  pp.  287;  1960,  p.  234;  1962, 
pp.  351  f. ; 1964,  pp.  407  f. ; 1966,  pp.  347-349.) 


KENYA  - TANZANIA 

Anglican  Church  of  the  Province  of  East  Africa, 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Tanzania, 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  Moravian  Province 
in  Tanzania,  Presbyterian  Church  of  East 
Africa 

At  the  second  full  meeting  of  the  East  African 
Church  Union  Consultation  held  in  January 
1965  at  Dodoma,  an  “Interim  Basis  of 
Union”  was  produced  (see  ER  1966,  pp.  349- 
350)  in  which  it  was  proposed  that  Anglican, 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Churches  should 
proceed  to  negotiate  a scheme  of  union.  It 
was  also  proposed  that  all  five  Churches 


should  continue  work  on  the  consideration 
of  doctrinal  issues.  A Steering  Committee 
was  set  up  to  receive  reports  on  these  and 
other  matters  from  the  Churches,  and  to 
point  the  way  ahead  for  action  by  the  full 
Negotiating  Committee. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  generally  endorsed 
the  findings  of  the  Dodoma  Conference  on  the 
future  of  the  Consultation  (see  ER  1966, 
p.  349,  para.  4)  and  the  Methodist  Church 
Theological  Panel  did  likewise.  Both  of  these 
Churches  considered  the  “Interim  Basis  of 
Union”  in  whole  or  in  part,  giving  approval 
at  points,  proposing  amendments  at  others 
and  reserving  judgment  at  still  others  until  the 
implications  of  the  proposals  as  a whole  had 
been  studied.  The  Anglican  Church  was  un- 
able to  endorse  the  findings  of  the  Dodoma 
Conference  on  the  future  of  the  Consultation. 
Its  Provincial  Synod,  meeting  in  August  1966, 
considered  that  all  five  Churches  should 
“move  forward  together  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  rather  than  at  this  stage 
giving  immediate  consideration  to  the  possibi- 
lity of  the  union  of  the  three  Churches  only”. 
Proposals  for  establishing  a Federation  of 
East  African  Churches  (see  ER  1966,  p.  350) 
were  not  pursued. 

The  Negotiating  Committee  was  convened  in 
February,  1967,  to  consider  these  views. 
It  agreed  to  abandon  the  Interim  Basis  of 
Union  produced  at  Dodoma  and  attempt 
afresh  to  seek  a basis  of  union  which  would  be 
acceptable  to  all  five  Churches.  This  task  was 
entrusted  to  a Committee  on  Liturgy  and 
Doctrine,  which  held  a preliminary  meeting 
in  September,  1967.  This  Committee  agreed 
to  approach  its  work  by  first  getting  the 
agreement  of  the  Churches  on  those  parts  of  a 
basis  of  union  unlikely  to  be  controversial, 
and  proceeding  to  consider  difficult  issues  like 
the  unification  of  the  ministry  in  a context  of 
such  agreement. 

At  a second  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Liturgy  and  Doctrine  held  in  January,  1968, 
a draft  catechism  was  completed;  it  is  hoped 
this  catechism  will  be  used  experimentally 
by  the  participating  churches.  At  this  meeting 
progress  was  also  made  in  the  Statements  on 
the  kind  of  unity  sought ; these  reports  were 
published  serially  in  the  press. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  consultation  the  United 
Liturgy  for  East  Africa  was  concelebrated  by 
the  Moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
East  Africa,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Crispus  Kiondo,  the 
Rev.  Gerhard  Jasper  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
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and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Neil  Russell  of  the  Anglican 
Province  of  East  Africa. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  323-325;  1962,  pp.  352  f.;  1964, 
pp.  41  If.;  1966,  pp.  349  f.) 


MADAGASCAR 

The  Church  of  Christ,  the  Evangelical  Church, 
Malagasy  Friends  Church 

The  three  Protestant  Churches  of  the  northern 
half  of  Madagascar  have  decided  to  form  a 
United  Church  which  will  be  officially 
inaugurated  in  the  summer  of  1968;  the  new 
Church  will  include  about  800,000  believers. 
The  United  Church  will  be  composed  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  (Paris  Evangelical 
Missionary  Society)  the  Church  of  Christ 
(CCWS)  and  the  Malagasy  Friends  Church 
(FSC).  More  than  ninety  delegates  from  these 
three  Churches,  meeting  at  Tananarive  in 
Constituent  Assembly  from  October  17-26, 
1967,  finally  passed  the  text  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  new  Church.  Taking  the  place  of 
the  three  participating  Churches,  the  United 
Church  will  be  a member  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

Since  all  three  Churches  had  been  set  up  in 
the  central  province,  which  they  had  divided 
into  geographical  areas,  they  had  lived 
practically  in  a state  of  symbiosis,  and 
collaborated  in  many  fields.  Nevertheless 
they  represented  three  different  Protestant 
traditions ; certain  points  of  doctrine,  and  even 
more  of  organization,  distinguished  them. 
Long  and  patient  conversations  were  necessary 
to  perfect  a plan  to  which  everyone  could 
agree.  It  was  in  1950  that  a first  Committee 
of  Unity  undertook  an  exploratory  inquiry. 
Last  year  the  three  Churches  merged  their 
respective  theological  colleges,  which  indicated 
that  they  were  very  near  to  arriving  at  com- 
plete unity. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  Church  is  of 
the  classical  Reformed  type.  Every  parish  is 
directed  by  the  minister  and  a body  of  laymen. 
The  supreme  authority  is  the  National  Synod. 
Nevertheless,  the  individuality  and  responsi- 
bility of  each  community  is  strongly  emphas- 
ized. The  first  National  Synod  will  probably 
meet  in  August  1968;  this  Synod  will  appoint 
the  National  Council.  It  is  only  then  that  the 
final  name  of  the  new  Church  will  be  known. 
The  Lutheran  Church  of  South  Madagascar 
has  not  taken  part  in  these  negotiations,  but 


for  a long  time  the  Christian  Churches  in 
Madagascar  have  been  collaborating  frater- 
nally in  the  field  of  the  press,  youth  move- 
ments, religious  education  and  schools. 
There  also  exists  a Madagascar  Episcopal 
Church  connected  with  the  Anglican  Commu- 
nion which  is  not  a member  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  Thus  from  the  be- 
ginning of  1968  there  are  four  Christian 
Churches  in  Madagascar,  including  about 
2!/2  million  believers:  The  United  Church, 
the  Lutheran  Church,  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

(Neill,  pp.  51  f.;  ER  1954,  p.  304;  1960,  pp. 
232  f.;  1962,  p.  353;  1964,  p.  410;  1966, 
pp.  350,  351.) 


MALAWI 

Church  of  Central  Africa,  Presbyterian, 
Churches  of  Christ,  Anglican  Church 

Since  the  Church  Union  Committee  in  Malawi 
was  not  able  to  meet  between  September  1966, 
and  January  1968,  progress  has  not  been 
rapid.  Because  of  internal  disagreements,  the 
churches  involved  have  not  felt  free  nor 
compelled  to  commit  themselves  any  further 
in  negotiation.  Both  organizational  and 
theological  problems  confront  the  Committee 
with  formidable  difficulties  at  the  outset. 

But  at  the  January  1968,  meeting  of  the 
Church  Union  Committee  in  Malawi,  impor- 
tant decisions  were  made.  Agreement  was 
reached  on  a list  of  fourteen  practical  measures 
in  which  the  churches  involved  could  imme- 
diately co-operate;  among  these  are: 

1.  That  ministers  and  priests  of  different 
churches  working  in  the  same  area  meet 
regularly  for  prayer,  fellowship,  study,  and 
joint  planning. 

2.  That  there  be  regular  exchange  of 
preachers  when  it  is  possible. 

3.  That  joint  Bible  Study  groups  be  encour- 
aged. 

4.  That  observers  be  sent  to  church-governing 
meetings  from  one  church  to  another, 
both  on  a local  and  larger  level. 

5.  That  church  buildings  be  made  available 
to  other  churches  when  desired. 

6.  That  local  committees  for  joint  action  in 
mission  be  set  up. 
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7.  That  there  be  co-operation  in  visiting  the 
sick  and  imprisoned. 

8.  That  steps  be  taken  to  increase  co- 
operation in  men’s,  women’s  and  youth 
organizations. 

9.  That  there  be  further  study  of  the  possi- 
bility of  joint  theological  training  for  the 
ministry. 

Delegates  agreed  to  take  the  fourteen  items 
to  church  synods  this  year,  and  if  they  are 
accepted,  steps  will  be  taken  to  implement 
them.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee 
will  be  held  in  November  1968. 

(ER  1964,  p.  413  — “Nyasaland”;  1966, 
p.  351  f.) 


NIGERIA 

Anglican  Dioceses  of  the  Province  of  West 
Africa,  Methodist  Church,  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Nigeria 

The  background  development  of  the  proposed 
Nigerian  union  can  be  found  in  the  1966  ER, 
p.  352.  As  reported  there,  union  had  been 
planned  for  December,  1965.  However,  only 
a few  weeks  before  the  planned  inauguration, 
at  the  request  of  the  Methodist  representatives, 
the  Inaugural  Committee  reluctantly  post- 
poned the  inauguration,  as  it  had  become 
apparent  that  to  go  ahead  would  divide  the 
Methodist  Church.  Two  months  after  the 
postponement,  in  January,  1966,  the  first 
military  coup  overthrew  the  civilian  govern- 
ment in  Nigeria.  A second  coup  in  July  was 
followed  by  massacres  in  the  North  of 
Southerners,  particularly  Ibos,  and  the  mass 
migration  from  the  North  of  over  a million 
people  of  Eastern  Nigerian  origin.  Since 
then  effective  meeting  of  East  with  West  and 
North  has  become  progressively  more  difficult, 
until  a declaration  of  secession  in  June,  1967, 
by  the  old  Eastern  region,  followed  by  the 
outbreak  of  Civil  War  in  July,  made  it 
impossible,  with  the  severing  of  communica- 
tions between  that  area  and  the  rest  of 
Nigeria.  Nine  of  the  proposed  dioceses  of 
the  Church  of  Nigeria  are  in  the  Eastern  area, 
and  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  communicate 
with  them,  or  in  any  way  proceed  with  union 
arrangements.  It  is  equally  impossible  at  the 
moment  to  predict  what  may  be  possible 
when  hostilities  end.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  a new  beginning  will  be  necessary. 


But  even  if  the  political  situation  had  not 
interposed  a barrier,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
union  could  have  gone  forward.  Develop- 
ments had  made  it  clear  that  the  law-suits 
initiated  against  the  Methodist  authorities  by 
some  Lagos  congregations  were  symptomatic 
of  deep-seated  divisions  within  that  Church. 
The  law-suits  have  been  settled  out  of  court 
on  ambiguous  terms,  but  tensions  remain,  in 
many  cases  intensified  by  the  cleavage  between 
East,  and  West  and  North.  In  these  circum- 
stances church  union  discussions  are  com- 
pletely in  abeyance. 

(Neill,  pp.  58-61 ; ER  1955,  p.  82;  1960,  p.  234; 
1962,  pp.  355  f.;  1964,  pp.  411-412;  1966, 
p.  352.) 


RIO  MUNI  (Equatorial  Guinea  ) 

Although  no  definite  information  is  as  yet 
available,  it  is  reported  that,  late  in  1967, 
representatives  of  Evangelical  Churches  and 
missions  in  Rio  Muni  met  to  discuss  the 
possibility  of  forming  one  Evangelical  Church 
there.  Present  at  the  meeting  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  world- 
wide Evangelization  Crusade  Mission.  The 
action  was  spurred  by  the  indication  that 
Rio  Muni  will  be  granted  independence  from 
Spain  in  1968. 


RHODESIA 

Anglican  Dioceses  of  Mashonaland  and  Ma- 
tabeleland,  Presbyterian  Church,  Methodist 
Church,  Congregational  Union,  United  Church 
of  Christ 

Since  the  last  report,  the  Anglican  Dioceses 
of  Mashonaland  and  Matabeleland,  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Congregational  Union  Church  have 
had  three  conferences.  As  a result  of  the 
work  of  these  assemblies,  a Statement  of 
Common  Belief  emerged,  which  is  now  circulat- 
ing at  congregational  level  in  the  churches. 
The  United  Church  of  Christ  joined  the 
discussions  at  the  most  recent  meeting  of  the 
committee  in  January,  1968.  A Form  of 
Solemn  Covenant  was  worked  out  at  this 
assembly  which  is  now  being  sent  to  the 
co-operating  churches  for  discussion  at  top 
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council  and  congregational  levels.  It  is  hoped 
that  covenanting  can  take  place  by  Pentecost, 
1970. 

When  the  Covenant  is  accepted  and  affirmed, 
baptized  communicant  members  of  all 
churches  taking  part  would  immediately  be 
allowed  to  take  communion  at  any  of  the 
other  churches  “as  an  immediate  and  visible 
sign  of  our  fellowship  and  the  earnest  of  full 
communion  to  come”. 

The  churches  will  also  seek  agreement  on  a 
completed  statement  of  common  belief,  and 
on  a form  of  oversight  and  ministry  for  what 
is  referred  to  as  the  “United  Church.” 

Once  the  Covenant  is  accepted,  the  covenant- 
ing churches  should  establish  a consultative 
council  to  discuss  and  promote  matters  of 
common  concern,  and  so  pave  the  way  for 
the  inauguration  of  union. 

Other  points  of  agreement  listed  in  the  con- 
ference statement  are : 

— that  the  United  Church  should  have  a 
common  form  of  ministry; 

— that  this  should  include  the  personal 
oversight  of  bishops,  exercised  both  within 
the  “corporate  oversight  of  the  church” 
and  in  a “genuinely  personal  way”; 

— that  if  the  personal  oversight  of  bishops 
is  to  be  within  the  historic  succession,  no 
one  particular  interpretation  of  the  origin 
or  transmission  of  the  Christian  ministry 
can  be  insisted  upon  within  the  United 
Church. 

At  the  1968  conference  observers  were  for 
the  first  time  present  from  the  Roman 
Catholic,  Greek  Orthodox,  Baptist,  Evangelic- 
al Lutheran  Churches  and  the  Overseas 
Mission  Board  of  the  Associated  Churches  of 
Christ  in  New  Zealand. 

(ER  1964,  p.  416,  “Southern  Rhodesia”; 
1966,  p.  352.) 


SOUTH  AFRICA 
Dutch  Reformed  Church 

There  have  been  no  new  developments  in 
union  efforts  involving  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  (Nederduitse  Gereformeerde  Kerk)  in 
South  Africa  during  the  past  two  years.  There 
have  been  negotiations  between  daughter 
churches  of  this  Church.  Meeting  in  Nkhoma, 
Malawi,  in  July,  1967,  three  Reformed 


Churches  of  Malawi,  Rhodesia  and  Zambia 
constituted  the  Council  of  Reformed  Churches 
in  Central  Africa.  The  member  churches  are 
the  Nkhoma  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Central 
Africa  (Presbyterian)  in  Malawi,  the  African 
Reformed  Church  in  Zambia  and  the  African 
Reformed  Church  in  Rhodesia. 

The  purpose  of  the  new  Council  is  to  foster 
co-operation,  understanding  and  unity  among 
the  Churches;  organic  union  is  the  ultimate 
goal. 

(ER  1964,  p.  414;  1966,  p.  353.) 


Lutherans 

The  Lutheran  Churches  in  Southern  Africa 
in  1967  formed  a Federation  of  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Churches  in  Southern  Africa 
(FELCSA),  with  Bishop  P.  G.  Pakendorf  as 
chairman.  Working  under  this  organization 
is  the  Rand  Co-ordinating  Committee,  which 
is  bringing  together  efforts  toward  a merger 
of  the  Lutheran  Churches  in  the  Johannesburg, 
Pretoria  area.  No  date  has  been  projected  for 
this  goal,  however. 

Other  geographical  areas  are  also  holding 
meetings  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  closer 
co-operation  and/or  merger.  A meeting  of  all 
the  Lutheran  Churches  and  missions  of  the 
Natal  and  Zululand  area  has  been  called  by 
Bishop  H.  Fosseus  for  May,  1968. 

(ER  1966,  p.  354.) 


United  Congregational  Church  of  South  Africa: 
Congregational  Union  of  South  Africa,  London 
Missionary  Society  Churches  in  South  Africa, 
Bechuanaland  and  Rhodesia,  Congregational 
Church  in  Africa 

The  United  Congregational  Church  of  South- 
ern Africa  was  inaugurated  on  October  3, 
1967,  as  a result  of  sixteen  years  of  coope- 
ration and  planning.  The  history  of  the 
new  Church  dates  back  to  1799,  with  the 
arrival  of  the  first  London  Missionary 
Society  missionary,  Dr.  Johannes  van  der 
Kemp.  Three  strands  of  Congregationalism 
had  developed  during  the  ensuing  years,  each 
of  these  strands  working  in  its  own  field.  From 
this  point  the  Congregational  family  in 
Southern  Africa  is  once  more  united. 

The  new  Church  has  widespread  responsibi- 
lities. Its  work  stretches  across  five  terri- 
tories of  Southern  Africa  — the  Republic  of 


10 


South  Africa,  South  West  Africa,  Botswana, 
Rhodesia  and  Mozambique.  It  is  a family  in 
which  at  least  ten  different  languages  are 
spoken,  in  which  varying  traditions  have  been 
blended  and  developed.  The  United  Congre- 
gational Church  has  a communicant  member- 
ship of  102,556,  43,912  catechumens  and 
adherents,  and  approximately  50,000  students 
in  its  Sunday  schools.  Its  work  in  Mozambi- 
que, begun  and  supported  for  many  years  by 
the  American  Board  Mission  and  the  Bantu 
Congregational  Church,  will  become  a mission 
of  the  entire  Church. 

(ER  1962,  p.  356;  1964,  p.  415;  1966,  p.  354.) 

Unity  Commission:  The  Bantu  Presbyterian 
Church,  Church  of  the  Province  of  South  Africa, 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa,  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Southern  Africa,  Tsonga  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  United  Congregational  Church 

In  1965,  the  Anglican-Presbyterian  conversa- 
tions had  moved  to  the  point  where  the 
Churches  agreed  to  work  toward  a Covenant 
to  be  officially  entered  into  at  the  end  of  1968. 
However,  during  1967  it  was  agreed  to 
establish  a more  broadly  based  negotiating 
body  to  be  called  the  Unity  Commission. 
Invitations  were  sent  to  a wide  variety  of 
Christian  bodies.  The  above  mentioned 
Churches  have  all  become  members  of  the 
Commission;  the  Lutherans  and  Roman 
Catholics  are  represented  at  meetings  by 
observers. 

A preliminary  meeting  of  the  Commission  was 
held  at  the  end  of  January,  1968,  when  the 
agenda  consisted  chiefly  of  a review  of  the 
work  already  done  in  the  Anglican-Presbyte- 
rian conversations.  A second  meeting  is 
to  be  held  late  in  May,  1968.  The  subject  for 
discussion  for  the  second  meeting  will  be  the 
Church.  Four  papers  will  be  presented  by 
members  of  different  traditions  and  each 
paper  will  be  followed  by  a prepared  critique 
delivered  by  a member  from  another  tradition. 
A third  meeting,  dealing  with  the  subject  of 
the  Ministry,  is  scheduled  for  January, 
1969. 

(ER  1964,  pp.  414  f.;  ER  1966,  p.  354.) 

ASIA 

BURMA 

By  1965,  Methodists  in  both  Upper  and 
Lower  Burma  had  received  autonomy,  and 


Committees  on  Church  Union  in  each  Church 
had  been  established.  In  April,  1967,  dele- 
gates from  the  Upper  and  Lower  Burma 
Methodist  Churches  met  in  Maymyo,  and  a 
plan  for  uniting  the  two  Churches  was 
discussed  and  agreed  upon.  This  plan  was 
accepted  by  both  Conferences;  in  April,  1968, 
delegates  from  each  Church  met  to  form  the 
Burma  Methodist  Conference  for  Unity. 

The  Conference  was  instructed  to  carry  out 
the  following  functions : 

1)  To  draft  a Constitution  which  will  be 
acceptable  to  both  Churches; 

2)  To  co-ordinate  and  implement  projects  in 
which  the  two  Conferences  can  co-operate; 

3)  To  find  ways  and  means  to  facilitate  final 
organic  unity  of  the  two  Churches. 

A further  development,  received  just  prior  to 
the  printing  of  this  survey,  is  the  covenanting 
together  in  Burma  of  groups  of  Methodists, 
Anglicans,  and  Baptists.  More  information 
regarding  these  events  will  be  available  in  the 
next  survey. 

(ER  1964,  p.  416;  1966,  p.  355.) 


CEYLON 

The  Church  of  Lanka:  The  Church  of  India, 
Pakistan,  Burma  and  Ceylon,  Methodist 
Church,  Baptist  Church,  Presbyterian  Church, 
Jaffua  Diocese  of  the  Church  of  South  India 

At  the  writing  of  the  last  survey  from  Ceylon, 
the  Anglican  Province  had  accepted  the 
amended  Scheme,  the  Methodists,  Baptists, 
and  Presbyterians  were  yet  to  vote.  The 
result  of  these  votes  indicates  further  delay. 
For  the  Methodist  Conference  failed  to  get 
the  required  75%  majority  vote,  even  though 
its  voting  made  clear  that  a large  majority  of 
the  Methodist  community  was  in  favour  of 
the  scheme.  The  Methodists,  in  their  memo- 
randum to  the  Negotiating  Committee, 
explaining  their  vote,  suggested  that  the 
negotiating  churches  join  in  a covenant  service 
at  this  stage,  thus  providing  a measure  of 
reciprocal  intercommunion  prior  to  the 
inauguration  of  union.  This  would  not  only 
convince  Christians  in  the  negotiating  church- 
es of  the  definite  move  toward  union  but 
also  convince  the  dissenting  minorities  of  the 
genuineness  of  the  intentions  of  the  nego- 
tiations. 

Baptist  participants  first  voted  in  congrega- 
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tions,  and  a majority  of  congregations 
representing  two  thirds  of  the  total  member- 
ship voted  in  favour  of  the  Scheme.  But  this 
vote  was  not  confirmed  by  the  required  75% 
majority  of  the  Executive  of  the  Baptist 
Sangamaya  (Baptist  Union  in  Ceylon).  At 
present,  the  Scheme  is  being  referred  back  to 
the  Working  Committee  of  the  Baptist 
Sangamaya  for  necessary  further  action.  Thus 
the  immediate  future  of  the  Church  of  Lanka 
is  uncertain. 

The  concept  of  negotiating  churches  covenant- 
ing together  is  being  developed  and  acted 
upon  in  several  areas  (Nottingham  Confer- 
ence of  1964),  but  it  is  not  yet  clear  if  such  a 
covenant  can  be  made  immediately  in  Ceylon. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Negotiating 
Committee  the  Bishop  of  Colombo  reported  a 
resolution  passed  at  the  Episcopal  Synod  of 
the  Church  of  India,  Burma,  and  Ceylon, 
endorsed  by  the  General  Council  of  the 
Province.  Part  of  this  resolution  reads  as 
follows : 

Having  considered  the  proposal  made  in 
September,  1966  by  the  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Ceylon  that  the  Churches 
negotiating  for  union  in  Ceylon  on  the  basis 
of  the  Scheme  of  Church  Union  in  Ceylon 
(3rd  Revised  Edition,  1955,  as  amended  in 
1963)  should  join  in  a Service  covenanting 
for  union,  and  that  there  should  be  a measure 
of  reciprocal  intercommunion  between  the 
Churches  prior  to  and  until  the  Inauguration 
of  union; 

I.  While  affirming  the  general  principle  of 
Order  of  the  CIPBC  that  the  minister  of  the 
Holy  Communion  should  be  episcopally 
ordained  and  that  members  of  the  Anglican 
Church,  in  accordance  with  its  tradition  of 
doctrine,  worship  and  discipline,  normally 
receive  the  sacrament  only  from  ministers  so 
ordained. 

The  Episcopal  Synod  agrees  that  the  Bishops 
of  the  dioceses  of  Colombo  and  Kurunagala 
may  be  permitted,  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
recovery  of  the  fullness  of  unity  in  the  Church 
of  Christ,  to  agree  to  reciprocal  inter- 
communion in  the  following  spheres: 

a)  in  institutions  like  the  Theological  College 
of  Lanka  at  Pilimatalawa,  the  University 
Chapel  and  the  Ashrams,  where  the 
Churches  are  working  together; 

b ) Conferences  concerned  with  the  Union  of 
Churches; 


c)  in  ministering  to  members  of  the  other 
Churches  where  they  have  no  pastoral 
ministrations  of  their  own;  and 

d)  in  cases  of  mixed  marriages  where  husband 
and  wife  belong  to  different  Churches; 
provided  that 

i)  such  intercommunion  begins  from 
the  time  of  the  holding  of  the  Covenant 
Service  or  Services ; 

ii)  these  Covenant  Services  take  place 
only  after  every  negotiating  Church 
has  accepted  the  Scheme  as  it  now 
stands  and  completed  their  constitu- 
tional procedure  to  this  end;  and 

iii)  this  Covenant  Service  is  accepted  as 
committing  each  of  the  negotating 
Churches  irrevocably  to  inaugurating 
the  Union  within  a specified  period. 

This  permission  allows  those  whose  conscience 
so  prompts  them  to  communicate  on  such 
occasion,  but  recognizes  as  equally  justified 
the  position  of  those  who  feel  bound  in 
conscience  not  to  do  so  until  the  inauguration 
of  Union. 

( Vide  Stephen  F.  Bayne,  Jr.,  Ceylon,  North 
India,  Pakistan,  London,  1960;  Neill,  pp. 
49-52;  ER  1954,  pp.  300-303;  1955,  pp.  77  f.; 
1957,  p.  287;  1960,  p.  236;  1962,  pp.  358  f.; 
1964,  pp.  416-418;  1966,  p.  355.) 


MALAYSIA 

Following  an  invitation  from  the  Council  of 
Churches  in  1965-66,  a renewed  effort  was 
made  to  begin  conversations  and  negotiations 
toward  union  on  the  part  of  churches  that 
had  made  a definite  decision  to  enter  such 
negotiations  earlier.  By  the  end  of  1966  the 
Anglican  Church  in  Malaysia  and  Singapore, 
the  two  Lutheran  Churches  and  the  Mar 
Thoma  Syrian  Church  had  indicated  that  they 
were  prepared  to  take  part  in  these  conversa- 
tions. Since  then,  the  Presbytery  of  the 
English  Presbyterian  Church  in  Malaysia  and 
Singapore  has  also  joined  in.  The  Methodist 
Church  — the  largest  of  the  Malaysian  and 
Singapore  churches  — has  made  no  formal 
decision  in  this  matter,  since  it  is  occupied 
with  preparations  for  becoming  an  autono- 
mous church  in  1968.  But  the  Methodist 
Bishop  has  indicated  his  support  and  has 
instructed  observers  to  take  part  in  the 
conversations.  Likewise  the  Chinese  Christian 
Church  of  Malaysia  and  Singapore  has  made 
no  decision  in  regard  to  this  conversation. 
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Two  meetings  of  the  Committee  were  held 
in  1967.  At  the  first,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
small  sub-committee  should  prepare  materials 
dealing  with  the  current  union  schemes  in 
Asia  and  Africa,  with  a view  to  comparative 
study  and  a decision  about  which  scheme,  or 
what  modification  of  existing  schemes,  would 
be  most  suitable  in  this  situation.  It  was  a 
condition  of  the  Anglican  Synod’s  participa- 
tion that  the  basis  for  union  decisions  here 
would  be  one  or  other  of  the  schemes  in 
which  the  Anglican  Church  is  involved  in 
other  countries.  The  sub-committee  produced 
a document  of  some  sixty  pages  which  was 
studied  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
tee as  a whole  — though  this  meeting  was 
attended  by  representatives  only  of  the 
Anglican,  Lutheran,  Evangelical  Lutheran, 
Mar  Thoma,  and  English  Presbyterian  Church- 
es. It  was  agreed  that  the  position  was  not 
satisfactory,  and  that  nothing  definite 
should  be  done  until  the  future  Methodist 
involvement  would  become  more  clear.  A 
six-page  “guide-line”  to  the  document  pre- 
pared by  the  sub-committee  has  now  been 
prepared,  and  will  be  made  available  to  the 
churches.  The  original  60-page  document 
has  been  translated  and  made  available  also 
in  Chinese.  It  was  agreed  that  the  question 
of  the  further  education  of  the  church’s 
constituency  in  these  matters  is  one  of  the 
continuing  problems.  An  informative  pamph- 
let, similar  to  that  produced  by  the  Ghana 
Committee,  is  to  be  prepared  for  general  use. 
Two  hopeful  factors  give  encouragement : 
the  first  is  that  Bishop  Envall,  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  in  Malaysia  and  Singa- 
pore is  the  chairman  of  the  Committee,  and 
the  two  Lutheran  Churches  are  fully  com- 
mitted to  these  discussions.  The  second  is 
that  many  of  the  younger  ministers  of  the 
Chinese  Christian  Church  seem  keen  to 
bring  their  Church  into  active  participation 
in  the  discussions. 


NORTH  INDIA-PAKISTAN 

Church  of  North  India/Pakistan:  Council  of 
Baptist  Churches  in  North  India,  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  India,  Disciples  of  Christ, 
Church  of  India,  Pakistan,  Burma  and  Ceylon, 
Methodist  Church-British  and  Australasian 
Conferences,  Methodist  Church  in  Southern 


Asia  (Episcopal),  United  Church  of  Northern 
India 

The  ER  survey  of  1966  indicates  quite  fully 
the  background  and  development  of  the 
Church  of  North  India/Pakistan.  At  the  time 
of  that  writing  the  fourth  edition  of  a Plan  of 
Union  was  being  circulated.  The  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Church  of  Northern 
India  had  already  given  its  approval  to  the 
new  edition.  All  three  houses  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  Church  in  India,  Pakistan, 
Burma  and  Ceylon  had  given  approval  in 
1966;  since  that  time  nearly  all  of  the  Diocesan 
Councils  of  that  Church  have  voted  heavily 
in  favour  of  the  Plan. 

The  Synods  of  the  (British)  Methodist 
Church  in  North  India  have  unanimously 
approved  the  Plan,  and  the  parent  Conference 
in  Great  Britain  approved  in  1967.  Episcopal 
Methodists  (MCSA)  are  asking  their  General 
Conference  of  1968  for  an  enabling  act,  and 
receiving  this,  will  be  in  a position  to  make 
their  decision  by  the  end  of  1969.  The 
Baptists,  Disciples,  and  Brethren  are  still  in 
process  of  study. 

The  1966  survey  also  made  mention  of  a 
conference  called  in  Lahore  (West  Pakistan) 
in  December  1965,  which  adopted  resolutions 
favouring  union  on  the  basis  on  the  revised 
Plan.  Since  that  time,  three  of  the  negotiating 
Churches  (United  Church,  Anglican  Church, 
Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia)  have 
indicated  approval  but  the  United  Pres- 
byterians are  still  divided  over  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  now  hoped,  however,  that  a final 
decision,  in  both  India  and  Pakistan,  can  be 
made  at  a General  Council  in  January,  1970. 
(Neill,  pp.  52-55;  ER  1954,  pp.  304  f.;  1957, 
pp.  288-290;  1960,  pp.  236-238;  1962,  pp. 
359-361 ; 1964,  pp.  419-421 ; 1966,  pp.  357-359.) 


SOUTH  INDIA 

Church  of  South  India,  Mar  Thoma  Syrian 
Church 

What  could  well  be  a promising  widening  of 
church  union  discussions  is  beginning  in  India. 
At  the  January  1968,  meeting  of  the  Church 
of  South  India  Synod  it  was  decided  to  send 
a special  invitation  to  other  churches  in 
South  India  to  start  negotiations  for  wider 
church  union. 
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The  Mar  Thoma  Church  has  already  appoint- 
ed a Theological  Commission  with  a definite 
mandate  for  starting  theological  conversation 
with  the  Church  of  South  India.  The  members 
of  the  Commission  are  now  preparing  state- 
ments on  the  issues  they  would  wish  to  raise 
with  the  Church  of  South  India. 

(ER  1962,  p.  362.) 


Church  of  South  India,  Lutheran  Church 

The  Church  of  South  India  - Lutheran 
Inter-Church  Commission  met  in  Nagercoil, 
South  India  from  July  20-22,  1967.  This 
meeting  indicated  a certain  point  of  decision 
in  the  negotiations. 

Three  matters  have  been  on  the  agenda  in 
this  Commission:  an  agreed  statement  of 
faith,  a new  constitution,  and  a joint  catechism 
for  the  instruction  of  Christians  and  also  for 
enquirers  concerning  the  Christian  faith.  This 
meeting  set  a definite  programme  for  revising 
and  finalizing  a statement  of  faith,  asked  for 
definite  stands  on  the  question  of  the  general 
polity  on  which  a constitution  can  be  cons- 
tructed, and  accepted  a joint  catechism 
which  it  recommends  to  congregations  for 
their  use. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  Inter-Church 
Commission  in  1962  presented  a statement  of 
faith,  The  Faith  of  the  Church,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  various  churches.  Response 
to  this  document  has  been  filtering  in  over 
the  years  and  the  Commission  has  responded 
to  these  comments  from  time  to  time.  Un- 
fortunately, this  has  been  an  unsatisfactory 
process,  for  the  revisions  of  one  meeting  have 
evoked  requests  for  different  revisions  in  the 
next.  It  was  resolved  to  request  all  the 
churches  to  send  in  comments  to  this  original 
document  by  May,  1968.  On  the  basis  of 
these  comments  and  previous  work  already 
done,  a drafting  committee  is  to  carry  out 
revisions  and  present  its  findings  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Commission.  It  is  hoped 
that  such  a revision  can  be  presented  to  the 
churches  for  their  adoption. 

Though  final  and  official  statements  have  not 
yet  been  received,  the  Lutheran  Churches  have 
generally  indicated  that  they  do  not  oppose 
an  episcopal  polity  in  principle.  Some  doubts 
which  have  arisen  in  regard  to  the  effectiveness 
of  an  episcopal  polity  seem  to  be  amenable  to 
reasonable  satisfaction  in  the  constitutional 
set-up  finally  agreed  upon.  However,  the 


Lutherans  have  made  it  quite  clear  that  they 
will  not  agree  to  a polity  in  which  the  office 
of  the  bishop  is  regarded  as  of  the  essence  of 
the  Church.  The  Agreed  Statement  on  Church 
and  Ministry  has  made  this  position  clear. 
The  work  on  the  joint  catechism  has  covered 
a number  of  years,  and  revisions.  The  original 
document  was  directed  at  the  training  of 
Christian  children  for  confirmation.  Later 
revisions  broadened  this  direction  to  include 
non-Christians  taking  instruction  for  baptism 
and  also  enquirers  into  the  Christian  faith. 
The  rationale  behind  this  was  two-fold:  first, 
if  the  Christian  doctrine  is  stated  in  a way 
that  the  non-Christian  can  understand  the 
Christian  will  also  understand  it  — and  will 
be  able  to  communicate  it  to  his  non-Christian 
neighbour;  conversely,  if  Christian  language 
is  not  understandable  to  a non-Christian,  the 
Christian  probably  does  not  understand  it  ef- 
fectively either.  Second,  pragmatically  it  is  un- 
realistic to  suppose  that  an  organization  that 
has  agonized  over  a period  of  six  years  over 
a catechism  that  can  be  used  for  Christians 
will  attempt  a similar  project  for  non- 
Christians  immediately  thereafter.  And  if  no 
such  work  for  non-Christians  is  prepared,  the 
Church  becomes  entirely  too  inner-directed. 
The  great  task  before  the  churches  is  to  put 
this  catechism  into  use  and  to  permit  it  to 
develop  and  undergo  revisions  that  grow  out 
of  the  real  problems  of  use,  rather  than  out  of 
the  theological  thinking  of  committees. 

While  the  above  remarks  indicate  certain  step 
by  step  progress  toward  a wider  union,  there 
are  other  facts  which  lead  to  more  optimism. 
The  Andhra  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
which,  by  itself,  is  larger  than  all  the  other 
Lutheran  churches  in  South  India  combined, 
has  stated  an  official  position  which  would 
make  it  ready  to  join  in  a new  united  Church 
without  further  delay.  In  effect,  the  organiza- 
tional readjustment  is  all  that  is  needed.  The 
Arcot  Lutheran  Church,  which  has  previously 
indicated  a similar  position,  was  not  represent- 
ed at  the  recent  meeting.  The  South  Andhra 
Lutheran  Church  has  indicated  internal 
problems  which  delay  their  decision.  The 
Tamil  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  continues 
to  express  its  interest  under  its  new  Bishop 
but  still  must  deal  with  a strong  minority  of 
churches  less  happy  about  this  prospect.  The 
India  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  retains 
its  interest  in  the  negotiations,  but  retains  a 
strong  element  of  hesitation  toward  such  a 
united  Church. 
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AUSTRALASIA 


AUSTRALIA 

Lutheran  Church  of  Australia 

The  constituting  convention  of  the  first 
General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Australia  was  held  at  Tanunda,  South 
Australia,  from  October  29  — November  2, 
1966.  This  meeting  was  the  result  of  the 
merger  between  the  United  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  Australia  and  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Australia, 
which,  since  1942,  had  been  engaged  in  inter- 
synodical  discussions  with  the  view  to  union. 
Prior  to  the  constituting  convention  the  two 
separate  Churches  met  in  convention  and 
adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  new  Church 
and  attended  to  other  matters  dealing  with 
properties  and  finance.  The  Joint  Union 
Committee,  which  had  been  working  for 
eighteen  months  prior  to  the  convention, 
presented  to  the  Church  the  Constitution  as  a 
working  basis  for  the  first  synodical  period. 
Two  hundred  pastors  and  four  hundred 
delegates  attended  the  convention. 

In  the  1966  ER  Survey,  the  question  of 
relationship  between  the  new  Church  and 
other  Churches  was  discussed  (see  pages 
361-362).  Thus  a Commission  on  Theology 
and  Inter-Church  Relations  was  elected  to 
make  a careful  study  of  the  doctrine  and 
practice  of  the  Churches  with  which  the  two 
amalgamating  Churches  had  been  in  fellow- 
ship. An  immediate  decision  will  be  made 
regarding  the  continuance  of  such  relations. 
In  its  Document  of  Union,  the  new  Church 
pledges  its  support  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  New  Guinea,  the  Wabag  Lutheran 
Church,  and  the  Rooke  — Siassi  — Menyamya 
congregations  of  the  Australian  Lutheran 
Mission,  since  these  three  Lutheran  bodies 
are  recognized  to  be  confessionally  Lutheran 
in  their  constitutions,  doctrine,  and  practice. 
It  was  also  agreed  not  to  seek  affiliation  with 
the  Lutheran  World  Federation  until  the 
implications  of  such  an  affiliation  were 
resolved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  united 
Church. 

Since  the  new  Church  is  still  in  the  process 
of  consolidation,  it  is  not  expected  that 
definite  decisions  will  be  made  quickly  about 
affiliation  with  other  groups.  But  the  oppor- 
tunity of  establishing  church  fellowship  will 


be  a primary  consideration  in  the  months 

Q hpQ  H 

(ER  1966,  pp.  361  f.) 

The  Uniting  Church  of  Australia:  The  Congre- 
gational Union  of  Australia,  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Australasia,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Australia 

In  the  report  of  1966  mention  was  made  of 
the  lengthy  nature  of  the  Proposed  Basis  of 
Union.  This  Basis  is  now  undergoing  revision, 
incorporating  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Federal  authorities  of  the  three  negotiating 
Churches ; it  is  hoped  that  the  final  Basis  will 
be  shorter  in  total  length. 

Several  important  factors  have  altered  the 
status  of  the  Australian  conversations  as  they 
were  in  1966.  First,  discussions  with  the 
Anglican  Church  of  Australia  have  been 
officially  initiated;  although  these  conversa- 
tions are  still  preparatory  and  exploratory,  a 
beginning  has  been  made.  The  possibility  of 
such  a “happy  complication”  was  brought 
about  by  the  adoption  of  a new  Constitution, 
replacing  that  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
Australia.  The  proposed  concordat  with  the 
Church  of  South  India  has,  during  this  two 
year  period,  also  been  reconsidered.  In  place 
of  the  CSI  concordat,  and  in  many  ways 
embracing  it,  the  new  Basis  will  seek  to 
express  the  close  relationships  of  the  Uniting 
Church  with  all  the  neighbouring  Churches 
in  the  Asian  and  Pacific  area,  as  well  as  with 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
world  confessional  bodies. 

The  redraft  of  the  Basis  will  also  involve  an 
omission  of  the  bishops  in  presbytery  concept, 
although  this  does  not  imply  abandonment 
of  the  theological  principle  of  combining 
personal  and  corporate  episcopacy. 

A Joint  Constitutional  Commission  has  now 
been  set  up.  Some,  if  not  all,  of  its  members 
will  be  consulting  with  the  Joint  Commission 
on  Church  Union  at  the  May  1968,  meeting 
of  the  Commission.  This  Consultation  is  in 
preparation  for  a subsequent  full  meeting  of 
the  Joint  Constitution  Commission.  One  of 
the  important  questions  pressing  for  consider- 
ation at  this  meeting  will  be  the  allocation  of 
material:  what  information  concerning  the 
order  and  government  of  the  Uniting  Church 
should  be  included  in  the  Basis,  and  what,  on 
the  other  hand,  should  go  into  the  Provisional 
(or  Interim)  Constitution  of  the  Uniting 
Church? 
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Finally,  one  of  the  most  significant  aspects  of 
the  redraft  of  the  Basis  will  be  the  form  of 
the  ordination  vow  in  relation  to  Scripture, 
creed  and  confessions.  The  emphasis  will  be 
on  commitment  to  studying  and  preaching 
from  the  Bible  and  thoroughly  familiarizing 
oneself  with  the  creeds  and  confessions  as  an 
education  into  the  faith  professed  by  former 
generations.  The  intention  is  to  approach 
this  problem  in  a more  dynamic  and  creative 
fashion  than  in  the  past,  when  such  documents 
were  employed  in  some  cases  as  a test  of 
orthodoxy. 

There  will  also  be  an  attempt  to  more  explicitly 
recognize  and  provide  for  the  calling  of  God 
to  some  in  the  congregation  to  exercise 
ministries  of  supervision,  and  others  to 
ministries  of  specific  service  to  mankind  in  the 
world. 

Although  the  development  of  the  Uniting 
Church  may  be  somewhat  slowed  by  the 
involvement  of  the  Anglican  Church  in  the 
discussions,  this  delay  will  be  more  than  offset 
by  a richness  and  inclusiveness  which  Anglican 
participation  will  bring  to  it. 

(ER  1957,  p.  286;  ER  1960,  pp.  242-243; 
ER  1962,  pp.  364-365; ER  1964, pp. 423-424; 
ER  1966,  pp.  362-363.) 


NEW  ZEALAND 

United  Church  of  New  Zealand:  The  Joint 
Commission  on  Church  Union;  Associated 
Churches  of  Christ,  Church  of  the  Province  of 
New  Zealand,  (Anglican ),  Congregational 
Union,  Methodist  Church  of  New  Zealand, 
Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Zealand 

As  mentioned  in  the  1966  report  of  the  ER, 
in  September,  1965,  the  newly-formed  Joint 
Commission  on  Church  Union  publicized  its 
first  report  to  the  Churches.  Statements  were 
put  forth  on  the  faith  of  the  Church,  baptism, 
the  ministry,  unification  of  the  ministry,  and 
the  probationary  ministry.  The  five  Churches 
were  asked  to  indicate  whether  each  statement 
provided  sufficient  consensus  for  a basis  for 
further  negotiation. 

The  second  report  of  the  Commission,  sub- 
mitted in  September,  1966,  contained  recom- 
mendations based  on  the  reports  of  the  study 
committees  which  had  been  appointed  to 
advise  on  particular  aspects  of  the  negotia- 
tions. Statements  on  Holy  Communion  were 
also  submitted  as  indicating  agreement 


sufficient  to  enable  the  JCCU  to  proceed  to 
the  preparation  of  a Basis  of  Union. 
Furthermore,  a statement  on  the  Ministry  was 
included  in  the  first  report,  but  when  certain 
specific  matters  were  considered,  the  JCCU 
decided  that  it  was  desirable  for  a statement 
to  be  prepared  on  the  ministry  of  the  whole 
Church,  the  nature,  ordering  and  functions  of 
the  ordained  ministry,  and  other  ministries 
within  the  Church.  This  material  is  under 
four  headings:  1)  The  Ministry  of  Christ; 

2)  The  Ministry  of  the  whole  People  of  God; 

3)  The  Ordained  Ministry;  and  4)  The  Church 
as  the  Instrument  of  Christ’s  Ministry  and 
Mission.  Section  III  outlines  the  ministry  of 
the  bishop  which  is  “both  personal  and 
corporate”  with  pastoral,  liturgical,  and 
administrative  functions.  It  includes  the 
functions  of  the  presbyter,  and  suggests  that 
in  addition  to  the  presbyters  who  give  their 
full  time  to  this  ministry,  some  should  be 
ordained  who  would  remain  in  their  secular 
occupations.  The  ministry  of  the  deacon  is 
seen  as  a ministry  of  service  which  “should 
focus  and  inspire  that  service  through  love 
which  is  the  distinctive  mark  of  those  who 
are  in  Christ”  and  should  “include  both  men 
and  women,  some  of  whom  will  be  employed 
by  the  Church  or  her  agencies  in  the  work  of 
service”.  The  deacon  would  share  in  the 
government  of  the  Church,  in  its  worship  and 
in  pastoral  oversight.  Also,  the  office  would 
provide  testing  and  training  for  candidates 
for  the  presbyterate.  Further  discussion  of 
these  matters  will  be  necessary  prior  to  the 
preparation  of  the  Basis  of  Union. 

Regarding  the  ordination  of  women  to  the 
Ministry,  the  JCCU  has  proposed  that  women 
already  ordained  to  the  Ministry  in  three  of 
the  Churches  should  be  accepted  as  ministers, 
and  that  following  union  the  united  Church 
should  formulate  its  own  policy. 

On  May  10,  1967,  the  five  Churches,  through 
their  appointed  representatives,  (numbering 
150),  made  “an  act  of  commitment  to  seek  a 
basis  of  union  and  ways  of  common  action”. 
This  was  not  a decision  to  unite  but  was  an 
action  in  which  “we  now  commit  ourselves  in 
a common  obedience  to  Him  and  offer  to 
Him  our  utmost  endeavours  that  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  we  may  be  brought  into  one  Church 
according  to  His  will,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father”. 

The  third  report  of  the  Commission,  sub- 
mitted in  September,  1967,  records  the 
continuing  work  of  negotiation  with  state- 
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ments  on  matters  concerning  the  Holy 
Communion  and  Confirmation.  A National 
Committee  has  been  formed  to  co-ordinate 
and  advise  on  the  planning  of  joint  action  in 
new  areas,  and  regional  committees  have  been 
formed  throughout  the  country.  A Joint 
Board  of  Theological  Studies  was  proposed, 
to  have  general  oversight  of  the  theological 
training  with  a common  syllabus  for  use  in 
the  theological  colleges;  this  has  been  approv- 
ed by  the  Churches  and  is  now  in  operation. 
At  its  February,  1968,  meeting,  the  JCCU 
received  the  statement  “The  Faith  We  Affirm 
Together”,  which  had  been  considered  by  the 
Churches,  and  revised  in  the  light  of  their 
comments.  It  fulfills  four  purposes:  1)  to 
give  brief  expression  to  the  faith  held  in 
common  by  the  negotiating  Churches;  2)  to 
provide  the  theological  justification  for  the 
production  of  a basis  of  union;  3)  to  indicate 
the  relationship  of  the  united  Church  to  the 
historic  and  contemporary  witness  of  the 
Christian  Church;  4)  to  indicate  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  united  Church  in  matters  of 
faith,  in  the  instruction  of  its  people  and  in 
the  guiding  and  ordering  of  its  own  life.  This 
revised  form  was  sent  to  the  Churches  for 
approval  for  inclusion  in  the  Basis  of  Union. 
Further,  a statement  on  “Sponsors  in  Baptism” 
was  approved  by  the  Commission,  as  was  a 
“Proposed  Outline  of  Church  Government” 
for  submission  to  the  Churches  “as  the 
outline  of  the  structure  of  the  United  Church 
which  will  allow  work  to  proceed  on  the  Basis 
of  Union”.  The  Outline  presupposes  a 
conception  of  ministry  in  which  episcopal, 
presbyteral  and  congregational  elements  in 
church  order  are  accepted  as  the  means 
through  which  the  Lordship  of  Christ  in  His 
Church  may  be  realized.  Oversight  in  admin- 
istrative, liturgical,  and  pastoral  matters  is 
to  be  exercised  through  a National  Assembly, 
Diocesan  Synods,  and  Parish  Councils. 

The  progress  and  expansion  of  the  work  of 
the  JCCU  makes  necessary  the  appointment 
of  a full-time  officer,  and  it  has  been  recom- 
mended that  an  appointment  be  made  in 
August,  1968. 

Since  the  supreme  courts  of  the  five  Churches 
meet  at  different  times  (four  of  them  in 
October  or  November  of  each  year,  and  the 
Anglican  General  Synod  at  two-year  intervals 
in  April),  the  Churches  are  often  at  different 
stages  in  the  process  of  approving  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Joint  Commission.  The  present 
situation  can  be  summarized  by  saying  that 


none  of  the  Study  Committees  has  reported 
any  insuperable  barrier  to  union,  and  the 
proposals  of  the  JCCU  have  commended 
themselves  as  the  foundations  of  agreement 
on  which  a Basis  of  Union  can  be  set  up. 

The  Basis  of  Union  is  being  prepared  as  the 
progress  in  negotiations  allows.  It  will  take 
form  in  two  parts:  1)  showing  the  principles 
involved,  and  2)  the  Basis  on  which  the 
Churches  would  agree  to  unite. 

(ER  1960,  p.  243;  1964,  pp.  424  f.;  1966, 
pp.  363-365.) 


PAPUA 

Methodist  Church  of  Melanesia,  Papua  Ekale- 
sia,  Port  Moresby  Congregation  of  United 
Church  of  North  Australia  and  the  Territories 

The  ER  survey  of  1966  described  the  history 
of  these  negotiations,  leading  up  to  the 
publication  in  1965  of  a Basis  of  Union,  a 
Proposed  Constitution,  and  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations, and  the  decision  to  seek  the  approval 
of  the  Churches  for  union  in  1966. 

Since  the  decision  of  the  Churches  was 
affirmative,  the  union  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Melanesia,  the  Papua  Ekalesia 
and  the  United  Church  in  Port  Moresby  was 
enacted  by  the  signing  of  a Deed  of  Union 
on  January  19,  1968.  Union  with  the  Kwato 
Extension  Association  had  already  taken  place 
at  the  end  of  1964. 

Although  the  need  for  strong  connectional 
government  was  recognized  and  made  possible 
by  the  constitution  of  the  new  Church,  much 
freedom  and  possibilities  for  individual  flexi- 
bility was  also  built  into  the  structure.  Of 
special  interest  in  the  Constitution  is  the 
explicit  statement  that  the  ordained  ministry 
is  of  one  order,  but  from  this  order  some 
(bishops)  are  appointed  to  exercise  pastoral 
care  of  their  brother  ministers.  Although 
some  administrative  responsibility  is  envisa- 
ged for  the  bishop,  the  intention  is  that  his 
office  be  primarily  pastoral  in  nature.  In  an 
additional  note,  building  upon  the  inter- 
changeability of  the  words  ‘presbyter’  and 
‘bishop’  in  the  NT,  the  Constitution  explicitly 
denies  any  order  of  episcopacy  inherently 
essential  to  the  Church’s  nature  or  continued 
existence.  Thus  the  bishops  of  the  United 
Church  will  be  appointed  by  the  Assembly  of 
the  Church  on  the  nomination  of  a Regional 
Synod,  appointment  being  made  for  six  year 
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terms  which  may  be  renewed.  In  the  service 
of  episcopal  induction  the  participation  of  the 
whole  Church  in  the  appointment  and 
ministry  will  be  recognized.  Representatives 
of  the  following  groups  shall  take  part:  the 
Laity  of  the  Region  concerned,  the  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  Region,  and  the  Assembly. 
Laying  on  of  hands  will  be  considered,  but  it 
is  not  considered  essential  for  another  Bishop 
to  participate. 

Since  the  Act  of  Union,  an  Interim  Committee 
of  the  United  Church  has  been  holding 
discussions  with  representatives  of  the  Sending 
Boards  on  matters  of  future  relationships  and 
continuing  co-operation. 

(ER  1966,  pp.  359-360.) 


EUROPE 


GERMANY 

Evangelische  Gemeinschaft,  Methodistenkirche 

The  year  1967  was  significant  in  terms  of  the 
final  uniting  of  the  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Churches  in  Germany.  Of 
concrete  importance  was  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Voting  involved  five  Annual  Conferences, 
two  in  East  Germany,  and  three  in  the  West. 
When  the  vote  was  tabulated,  it  was  found 
that  not  a single  dissenting  vote  had  been 
cast! 

Co-operation  in  all  aspects  of  work  had  long 
been  a reality.  In  East  Germany  the  new 
church  will  consist  of  one  Annual  Conference, 
with  144  ordained  ministers;  in  the  West  the 
United  Church  will  have  349  ordained 
ministers,  of  which  141  were  formerly  EUB 
and  208  Methodist.  Although  exact  statistics 
are  not  yet  compiled,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Germany,  East  and  West,  will  have 
a membership  exceeding  100,000,  and  a 
constituency  of  200,000. 

The  new  church  sponsors  22  hospitals,  and 
undergirds  47  homes  of  various  kinds ; within 
the  church  1550  deaconesses  will  be  at  work. 
The  United  Church  will  continue  and  expand 
its  relationships,  both  within  and  beyond 
Germany;  it  demonstrates  in  its  life  the  unity 
of  Christians  beyond  political  boundaries. 
(ER  1964,  p.  426;  1966,  p.  366.) 


Lutheran  Free  Churches : Evangelical  Lutheran 
Free  Church,  Independent  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the 
Lutheran  Confession,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
(Old  Lutheran  ) Church 

A short  sketch  of  the  development  of  the 
Lutheran  Free  Churches  in  Germany  and 
their  subsequent  ecumenical  efforts  was 
included  in  the  1966  survey.  During  the 
intervening  two  years,  unity  discussions 
among  these  Churches  have  continued, 
although  there  are  no  final  results  as  yet. 

The  attempt,  mentioned  in  the  1966  report, 
to  prepare  a consensus  formula  concerning 
Holy  Scripture,  has  been,  for  the  moment, 
suspended.  The  Churches  have  decided 
instead  to  abide  by  the  1947  union  statements 
prepared  by  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  (Old 
Lutheran)  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Free  Church,  to  bring  their  union  to  fruition 
in  dependence  on  the  primacy  of  Holy 
Scripture  and  the  unconditional  adherance  to 
the  Confession  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church. ( ER  1966,  p.  365  f.) 


NETHERLANDS 

Remonstrant  Brotherhood,  Dutch  Reformed 
Church 

In  1966  the  Remonstrant  Brotherhood  and 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  accepted  a 
report  made  by  the  theologians  of  both 
churches  concerning  election,  a long-standing 
basic  question.  What  effect  this  agreement 
will  have  on  collaboration  between  the 
Churches  however  is  not  clear. 

It  seems  most  realistic  for  the  present  for 
activity  to  take  place  in  these  relationships 
at  the  local  level.  Remonstrant  and  Mennonite 
congregations  in  some  areas  are  seeking  some 
kind  of  integration;  it  is  felt  that  the  stimula- 
tion of  and  co-operation  between  local 
congregations  is  the  most  greatly  needed 
ecumenical  activity  and  possibility  at  this 
juncture. 


UNITED  KINGDOM  AND  IRELAND 

Church  of  England,  Church  of  Scotland, 
Presbyterian  Church  of  England,  Episcopal 
Church  of  Scotland 

The  1966  ER  survey  indicates  that  the  four 
Churches,  after  their  initial  set-back,  initiated 
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new  conversations,  with  five  groups  preparing 
a new  statement,  Anglican-Presbyterian  Con- 
versations (SPCK  and  St.  Andrews  Press,  1966). 
The  practical  recommendations  of  this  Report 
have  been  accepted  by  the  four  Churches.  In 
outline  form,  they  are : 

1)  the  continuation  of  the  present  four-fold 
conversations ; 

2)  within  this  framework  bilateral  conversa- 
tions in  Scotland; 

3)  a conversation  between  the  Church  of 
England  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
England,  noting  the  need  to  keep  the 
several  conversations  in  touch  with  one 
another. 

In  Scotland  a Joint  Committee,  consisting  of 
forty  persons,  has  been  appointed  to  pursue 
these  recommendations  between  the  Church 
of  Scotland  and  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
Scotland.  The  Anglican-Presbyterian  con- 
versations in  England  and  Scotland  are  linked 
by  a Liaison  Committee;  observers  from 
Ireland  and  Wales  are  also  present  at  these 
meetings. 

The  Joint  Committee  in  England  published  its 
report,  Relations  between  the  Church  of 
England  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
England  in  early  1968.  Since  Methodist  and 
Congregational  consultants  were  also  involved 
in  these  studies,  the  progress  and  insights 
from  the  Congregational-Presbyterian  and 
Anglican-Methodist  conversations  could  also 
be  incorporated  in  this  work.  The  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  Congregational-Presbyterian 
conversation  also  published  its  A Proposed 
Basis  for  Union  in  1967;  Assemblies  of  the 
two  Churches  will  receive  detailed  proposals 
for  boundaries,  committee  structure  and  so 
forth  at  their  1968  sessions.  Thus  the  final 
decision  regarding  the  proposed  “Reformed 
Church  in  England  and  Wales”  is  set  for  1969, 
with  ratification  possible  in  1970. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  246-248;  1962,  p.  368;  1964, 
pp.  430  f.;  1966,  pp.  368-370.) 


Church  of  England,  Methodist  Church 

Since  the  Methodist  Conference  and  the 
Anglican  Convocations  approved  in  principle 
the  general  outlines  of  a preliminary  report 
in  1965,  a Joint  Negotiating  Commission 
was  established,  consisting  of  twelve  repre- 
sentatives from  each  Church;  the  purpose  of 


this  Commission  was  to  work  out  detailed 
changes.  The  first  meeting  of  the  new 
Commission  was  held  in  October,  1965; 
at  a later  meeting  review  and  redrafting  of  the 
Service  of  Reconciliation  was  undertaken. 
Late  in  1967  a new  Ordinal  was  published;  this 
will  be  used  in  both  Churches  in  the  event 
of  the  report  being  approved.  The  new  Ordinal 
was  made  in  the  light  of  many  comments  on 
the  earlier  form  which  had  been  published  in 
Towards  Re  conciliation,  {The  Interim  Statement 
of  the  Anglican-Methodist  Unity  Commission; 
SPCK  and  the  Epworth  Press,  1967).  With  the 
help  of  theologians  of  other  communions,  the 
Commission  expanded  the  Preface  to  the 
Ordinal  to  make  it  a fuller  statement  of  the 
common  convictions  about  the  Ministry  and 
ordination.  Roman  Catholic  scholars  were 
also  involved.  Both  Churches  are  being  asked 
to  accept  this  statement. 

In  the  1967  report  Towards  Reconciliation, 
attempts  were  made  to  meet  some  of  the 
objections  and  requests  for  clarification  of  the 
1963  statement,  especially  in  the  questions 
of  Scripture  and  Tradition,  Priesthood  and 
Ministry,  and  the  sacrificial  aspects  of  Holy 
Communion.  In  this  work  both  the  large 
areas  of  agreement  as  well  as  the  points  of 
disagreement  were  mapped  out.  In  the  revision 
of  the  Service  of  Reconciliation  attempts  were 
also  made  to  benefit  by  the  criticism  of  the 
earlier  plan.  To  meet  charges  of  ambiguity, 
two  points  are  specifically  clarified: 

1.  Participation  in  the  Service  must  not  be 
held  to  imply  acceptance  of  one  rather 
than  another  of  the  views  of  priesthood  . . . 
It  will  imply  only  willingness  to  live  in 
full  communion  with  Christians  who 
accept  any  of  them. 

2.  Individual  participants  in  the  Service  may 
be  expected  to  bring  to  it  diverse  and 
opposing  views  of  its  significance  for 
Methodist  ministers,  and  this  must  be  both 
admitted  and  accepted . . . The  common 
intention  which  the  Service  requires  of 
participants  is  accordingly  this : to  commit 
our  continuing  differences  to  God,  and 
on  this  basis  to  commit  ourselves,  with 
our  differences,  to  each  other. 

The  aims  of  the  Service  of  Reconciliation  are 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  new  Report  in  the 
following  paragraphs: 

“358  First,  it  announces  before  God  and  men 
the  pledged  purpose  of  our  two  churches  to 
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become  one.  The  first  words  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Intention  are : ‘We  are  met  together  in 
the  presence  of  God,  in  obedience  to  his 
call,  to  lay  before  him  the  resolve  of  our  two 
Churches  to  unite  in  one  Church.’  From  this 
standpoint,  the  Service  is  an  act  of  commitment. 

359  Second,  it  brings  to  an  end  the  long 
period  during  which  our  two  Churches  have 
existed  in  mutual  independence.  This  is 
achieved  by  the  reception  of  the  total  member- 
ship of  each  into  the  fellowship  of  the  other, 
and  into  a shared  responsibility  for  all  that 
enters  into  that  mission  to  the  world  to  which 
each  Church  believes  itself  to  be  called.  From 
this  standpoint,  the  Service  is  an  act  of 
reconciliation;  hence  its  name. 

360  Third,  it  brings  together  the  ordained 
ministries  of  our  two  Churches  in  a way 
designed  to  make  each  fully  acceptable  to  all 
members  of  the  other,  with  the  prospect  of 
each  ministry  being  henceforth  fully  accept- 
able also  to  all  Churches  with  which  either  the 
Church  of  England  or  the  Methodist  Church 
is  in  full  communion  at  present.  This  is 
achieved  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  with  prayer 
upon  every  minister  of  each  Church  by  a chief 
minister  of  the  other.  The  basis  for  this  prayer 
is  stated  as  follows:  ‘We  wish  now  to  share 
each  in  the  spiritual  heritage  of  the  other;’ 
‘We  offer  ourselves  wholly  to  thee,  asking 
that  thou  wilt  renew  in  us  thy  blessings 
already  given,  and  that  thou  wilt  transcend 
the  differences  of  our  calling  and  make  us  one 
by  bestowing  upon  us  what  thou  knowest  us 
to  need  for  thy  service  as  (bishops)  (presbyters) 
in  thy  universal  Church  and  in  the  coming 
together  of  the  Church  of  England  and  the 
Methodist  Church.’  What  is  asked  for  in  the 
prayer  is  that  each  minister  will  be  so  blessed 
by  God  that  all  the  divine  gifts  and  qualities 
which  are  present  in  ministers  of  the  other 
Church  may  henceforth  be  given  to  him, 
together  with  any  further  enrichment  that  he 
may  need  for  service  in  the  new  relationship 
of  reconciliation.  From  this  standpoint,  the 
Service  is  an  act  of  integration .” 

The  Report  of  the  Conversations  appeared 
early  in  April,  1968.  This  Report  will  be 
presented  to  the  Convocations  of  Canterbury 
and  York,  and  the  Methodist  Conference  in 
1969;  both  authorities  are  asked  to  register  a 
decision.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Report  will  be  studied  by  synods  and  diocesan 
conferences  and  such  groups  in  either  Church 
to  which  it  may  be  referred.  The  Report  spells 
out  the  details  of  a projected  two-stage 


framework.  During  the  first  stage  (for  which 
government  legislation  would  be  initiated 
in  1970)  there  will  be  full  communion.  The 
first  Methodist  bishops,  having  been  appointed 
by  the  Methodist  Conference,  will  be  con- 
secrated by  bishops  of  the  Anglican  commun- 
ion. The  reconciliation  of  the  churches  and 
the  integration  of  their  ministries  will  occur 
at  public  liturgical  services. 

The  second  stage  provides  for  full  organic 
union,  but  no  time  schedule  is  as  yet  projected. 
The  Report  also  proposes  that  as  the  first 
stage  begins,  a permanent  joint  commission 
be  established  to  constantly  review  the 
process  of  union  and  advise  each  Church 
concerning  its  further  action. 

If  the  two  Churches  give  their  consent  to  the 
report  in  1969,  it  will  be  constitutionally 
necessary  in  the  case  of  the  Methodist  Church 
for  the  report  to  go  down  to  the  synods  as 
‘Provisional  Legislation.’  If  the  synods 
approve,  it  will  be  returned  to  the  Conference 
of  1970  for  final  assent.  An  enabling  bill  will 
be  necessary,  but  provided  that  no  legal 
difficulties  arise,  it  should  be  possible  for  the 
first  stage  of  the  union,  involving  full  com- 
munion or  a unification  of  ministries  and 
intercommunion,  to  be  established  in  1971. 
The  question  of  the  precise  majority  required 
in  both  Churches  before  the  proposals  can  be 
put  into  operation  has  not  yet  been  determined. 
It  may  be  said  that  a very  substantial  majority 
will  be  essential.  During  this  time,  the  vital 
need  to  inform  the  constituents  of  both 
Churches  of  the  traditions  and  diversity 
within  each  will  be  continued  and  expanded. 
(ER  1960,  pp.  248  f.;  1962,  pp.  376  f.;  1964, 
pp.  428-430;  1966,  pp.  370-371.) 


Church  of  Ireland,  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ireland,  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland 

Negotiations  among  the  Presbyterian  and 
Methodist  Churches  and  the  Congregational 
Union  of  Ireland  began  in  1963,  when  a 
Negotiating  Body  was  established  composed 
of  representatives  from  the  three  bodies. 
In  May,  1966,  the  Congregational  Union 
decided  to  “suspend  indefinitely”  its  participa- 
tion in  the  Conversations.  Since  early  in 
1965  additional  conversations  had  begun 
between  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
(Anglican)  Church  of  Ireland,  and  between 
the  Methodist  Church  and  the  Church  of 
Ireland.  These  three  separate  series  of  inter- 
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church  Conversations  have  produced  docu- 
ments on  the  Scriptures,  Creeds  and  Confes- 
sions, Church,  Ministry  and  Sacraments.  The 
policy  of  having  these  documents  accepted  by 
the  various  churches  “as  an  adequate  basis  for 
the  furtherance  of  their  conversations”  has 
reached  the  stage  where  basically  similar  docu- 
ments of  the  Scriptures,  Creeds  and  Confes- 
sions have  been  accepted  by  all  three  and  an 
agreed  statement  on  the  Church  accepted  by 
the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists. 

A growing  conviction  that  the  purpose  of  the 
three  Churches  in  these  Conversations  could 
be  more  effectively  pursued  in  unified  Church 
of  Ireland  — Presbyterian  — Methodist  Con- 
versations led  to  the  first  tripartite  meeting 
of  the  negotiating  bodies  in  January,  1968. 
This  meeting  was  concerned  in  the  main  with 
procedural  questions  and  has  already  set  up 
groups  to  consider  and  collate  the  various 
documents  already  produced  by  the  tripartite 
groups,  and  to  see  how  church  members  can 
be  kept  informed  of  the  aims  and  progress  of 
the  negotiations.  A further  meeting  agreed 
and  adopted  a “Statement  of  Intent”  which  is 
to  be  submitted  to  the  representative  church 
bodies  later  this  year. 

(ER  1962,  p.  369;  1964,  p.  433;  1966,  p.  372.) 


Church  of  Wales,  Methodist  Church 

The  Anglican-Methodist  Conversations  Re- 
port was  originally  considered  by  a body  of 
thirty-six  representatives  of  the  two  Churches. 
A report,  entitled  Anglican-Methodist  Unity  in 
Wales,  emerged  in  1965;  this  report  was  sent 
to  the  dioceses  and  districts  of  the  two 
Churches.  The  Governing  Body  of  the 
Church  in  Wales  authorized  the  Welsh  bishops 
to  appoint  twelve  representatives  to  negotiate 
with  twelve  Methodist  representatives  on 
problems  which  might  be  peculiar  to  the 
churches  in  Wales.  At  the  moment  the  plan  is 
that  the  Church  in  Wales  might  make  its  deci- 
sion in  regard  to  union  with  the  Methodist 
Church  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  Church 
of  England.  (ER  1966,  p.  371.) 


Congregational  Union  of  Scotland,  Church  of 
Scotland 

The  conversations  between  these  two  Chur- 
ches, in  progress  since  1959,  have  brought 
forth  a Draft  Basis  and  Plan  of  Union.  This 


Plan  was  presented  to  both  Assemblies  in  1967 
and  was  sent  to  the  churches  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Union  and  to  the  presbyteries  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  for  comment.  These 
comments  will  be  studied  by  both  Assemblies 
in  May,  1968,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be 
possible  to  proceed  to  prepare  an  amended 
plan  on  which  a decision  can  be  reached  by 
1969  or  1970.  Although  a number  of  points 
have  come  up  for  question  on  both  sides  the 
reports  of  presbyteries  to  date  seem  to  indicate 
a majority  of  general  approval.  Reports  from 
the  Congregational  Churches  so  far  received 
indicate  a mixed  reception  which  has  done 
much  to  shape  the  following  joint  statement 
prepared  by  the  conferring  Committees  for 
presentation  to  their  respective  Assemblies  in 
May,  1968. 

“In  the  light  of  comments  from  Presbyte- 
ries, and  Assembly  Committees  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  from  Churches 
of  the  Congregational  Union  of  Scotland, 
the  Committees  wish  to  continue  con- 
versations to  consider  in  detail  certain 
specific  criticisms  of  the  Draft  Basis 
and  Plan  of  Union.  With  regard  to  the 
Basis  and  Plan  as  a whole,  the  Committees 
are  sensitive  to  the  feeling  in  both  the 
Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Congrega- 
tional Union  of  Scotland  that  as  presently 
framed  it  seems  more  an  absorption  of 
one  denomination  by  another  than  a 
true  union  drawing  on  the  traditions 
of  both  denominations.  The  Committees, 
therefore,  hope  to  revise  the  Draft  Basis 
and  Plan  so  that  it  should  reflect  more 
clearly  the  intention  that  this  should  be  a 
true  and  dynamic  union,  and  to  amend 
and  clarify  it  in  other  points.” 

The  question  of  the  ordination  of  women  is 
due  to  be  decided  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  1968,  and  may 
well  cease  to  be  an  issue  in  these  conversations. 
A point  on  which  some  presbyteries  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  have  found  difficulty  is 
the  proposal  to  allow,  in  those  Congregational 
churches  which  have  previously  practised  it, 
the  occasional  administration  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  by  laymen.  Some  Congregationalists 
too  are  reluctant  to  surrender  the  authority 
of  the  Church  Meeting,  and  the  problem 
arises  of  how  to  retain  this  meeting  in  any 
form  consistent  with  the  authority  of  the 
Presbytery  and  the  powers  proposed  for  the 
Session  in  a united  Church. 
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Of  long  range  importance  is  the  covenanting 
together  (as  a result  of  the  Nottingham  Faith 
and  Order  Conference  of  1964)  of  the  Con- 
gregational Union  of  Scotland,  the  Churches 
of  Christ,  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Scotland, 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Scotland,  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  and  the  United  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  to  seek  organic  unity;  multilateral 
conversations  have  already  commenced. 

(ER  1966,  p.  372.) 


Congregational  Church  in  England  and  Wales, 
Presbyterian  Church  of  England 

As  was  pointed  out  in  the  1966  survey,  a 
covenant  relationship  has  been  in  existence 
and  operation  between  these  two  churches 
since  1951,  and  in  a number  of  places  this 
relationship  has  now  led  to  the  formation  of 
united  congregations. 

Since  1963,  when  a Joint  Committee  for 
conversations  began  meeting,  progress  has 
been  more  noticeable.  In  1965  the  Committee 
put  forward  “A  Statement  of  convictions  on 
which  a united  Church,  both  catholic  and 
reformed,  might  be  built.”  After  discussion 
throughout  the  two  Churches  had  indicated 
that  support  for  union  is  quite  widespread, 
the  Joint  Committee  in  1967  unanimously 
submitted  to  the  two  Assemblies  “A  Proposed 
Basis  for  Union.”  The  Assemblies,  in  turn, 
sent  out  the  proposed  basis  for  discussion 
through  the  churches.  Included  for  discussion 
are  such  subjects  as  confession  of  faith,  the 
role  of  the  laity,  the  meaning  and  place  of 
ordination,  and  membership  and  its  relation 
to  baptism.  An  Interim  Report  on  revision 
of  the  Basis  in  the  light  of  comments  from  the 
churches  is  being  submitted  to  the  Assemblies 
of  1968. 

In  response  to  the  Joint  Committee’s  declared 
aim  of  being  open  to  wider  hopes  of  union. 
Churches  of  Christ  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  1967  appointed  observers  to  attend 
all  meetings  of  the  Joint  Committee. 

(ER  1964,  p.  431;  1966,  pp.  371,  372.) 


Multilateral  conversations  in  Scotland 

As  an  indirect  result  of  the  Nottingham 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  six  Churches 
in  Scotland  have  appointed  representatives  to 
participate  in  “multilateral  church  conversa- 
tions.” These  conversations  commenced  in 


May,  1966;  the  Churches  involved  are:  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  the  Churches  of  Christ, 
the  Congregational  Union,  the  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
United  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  As  a basis 
for  study  this  conversation  has  selected  The 
Significance  of  South  India,  by  Bishop 
A.  M.  Hollis,  and  the  Scheme  of  Union  of 
the  negotiating  Churches  in  New  Zealand. 


NEAR  EAST 

United  Evangelical  Church  in  the  Arab 
Countries : Evangelical  Episcopal  Church  (Dio- 
cese of  Jordan,  Lebanon  and  Syria  ),  Evangeli- 
cal Synod  of  Syria  and  Lebanon  (Presbyterian  ), 
National  Evangelical  Church  of  Beirut  (Con- 
gregational ),  Lutheran  Evangelical  Church 
in  Jordan 

The  political  uncertainty  of  this  area  has  had 
unfortunate  effects  upon  the  promising 
ecumenical  progress  reported  in  1966. 
Although  dialogue  has  continued  unofficially 
among  the  negotiating  churches,  no  meeting 
of  the  special  committee  has  occurred  during 
the  past  two  years. 

However,  steps  are  being  taken  to  reorganize 
the  special  committee,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  committee  will  resume  its  task  in  1968. 
(ER  1964,  pp.  433  f.;  1966,  p.  373,  374.) 


ISRAEL 

In  early  May,  1968,  leaders  of  several  Pro- 
testant denominations  in  Israel  met  with  the 
Minister  for  Religious  Affairs  of  that  country 
to  present  an  application  seeking  official 
recognition. 

Their  petition  is  the  result  of  six  years  of 
study  and  inter-church  cooperation. 
Protestant  churches  in  this  area  have  lived 
under  certain  disadvantages  in  recent  years. 
Under  the  Ottoman  Law,  still  in  force,  Israel 
recognizes  the  right  of  religious  communities 
to  administer  their  own  internal  affairs;  thus 
Muslim,  Greek  Orthodox  and  Roman  Catho- 
lics have  enjoyed  administrative  rights  and 
responsibilities  in  their  different  communities. 
In  the  multi-racial  community  existing  in  the 
Middle  East,  the  Ottoman  governments  tried 
to  respect  and  maintain  the  autonomy  of  the 
religious  minorities  under  their  control.  This 
structure  still  exists  today. 
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The  advantage  of  this  autonomy  is  that 
matters  of  personal  status  such  as  suits 
regarding  marriage  or  divorce,  guardianship, 
etc.,  may  be  dealt  with  within  the  framework 
of  the  community’s  own  religious  courts 
which  they  themselves  establish,  staff  and 
administer.  The  Protestant  community,  how- 
ever, has  not  received  the  benefits  of  this 
autonomy;  the  desire  for  this  relationship  is 
increasing.  Thus  it  was  that  the  following 
churches  are  working  together  in  application 
seeking  official  recognition:  The  Lutheran 
Church,  Baptist  Convention  in  Israel,  Church 
of  the  Nazarene,  Biblical  Evangelistic  Mission, 
Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance,  and  the 
Mennonite  Church. 


LATIN  AMERICA 

ARGENTINA  — URUGUAY 

There  is  currently  intercommunion  among  the 
Methodists,  Waldensians  and  Disciples  of 
Christ  in  these  two  countries.  The  River  Plate 
Commission  on  Church  Unity,  organized  in 
1963,  met  twice  in  1967.  This  Commission 
discussed  reports,  prepared  by  study  groups, 
on  the  following  subjects : Confession  of  faith, 
the  ministry,  the  sacraments,  the  structure  of 
the  United  Church.  Discussion  is  continuing 
this  year  on  matters  of  faith,  liturgy,  and  a 
constitution. 

In  1969  the  Commission  is  planning  an 
“Encounter”  of  the  three  Churches  in  order 
to  consider  together  the  studies  that  have  been 
made  to  the  present  and  to  examine  the 
implications  of  their  agreement  for  the  future. 
(ER  1966,  p.  374.) 


JAMAICA 

The  United  Church  of  Jamaica  and  Grand 
Canyon 

Immediately  prior  to  the  printing  of  this 
survey,  word  has  been  received  that  the 
Disciples  of  Christ  in  Jamaica  have  voted  to 
become  part  of  the  United  Church  of  Jamaica 
and  Grand  Canyon.  The  United  Church 
itself  was  formed  in  1965  by  the  union  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Jamaica  and  the 
Congregational  Union  of  Jamaica.  The 
addition  of  the  Disciples  (5,270  members) 


will  increase  the  size  of  the  United  Church 
by  about  one-third. 

(ER  1964,  pp.  435  f.;  1966,  p.  375.) 


NETHERLANDS  ANTILLES 

Vereinigde  Protestantse  Gemeente  van  Curasao, 
Methodist  Church 

Since  the  last  survey  of  church  union  negotia- 
tions, the  Vereinigde  Protestantse  Gemeente 
van  Curasao  has  continued  to  draw  closer  in 
its  relationships  with  the  Methodist  Church. 
Since  1963  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Gumbs,  a Methodist 
pastor,  has  been  working  as  a liaison  officer 
for  both  churches;  he  has  the  pastoral  care 
over  a VPG  parish.  Pulpit  exchange,  common 
prayer,  Bible  study  and  charitable  efforts  have 
characterized  the  recent  period.  In  addition 
an  Ecumenical  Council  has  been  set  up  at 
Curasao,  consisting  of  the  VPG,  Methodist 
Church,  Moravian  Church  and  Gerefor- 
meerde  Kerk. 

The  VPG  is  itself  an  autonomous  church  with 
a varied  denominational  background.  Two 
sister  autonomous  churches  in  Aruba  and 
Bonaire  joined  with  it  to  form  a Union  of 
Protestant  churches  in  Netherlands  Antilles 
in  1960.  At  the  most  recent  meeting  of  the 
Union  in  1967  a decision  was  made  to  form 
one  Protestant  church  for  the  Netherlands 
Antilles,  to  be  known  as  Protestantse  Kerk 
Nederlandse  Antillen,  with  three  congrega- 
tions. At  this  meeting  a Constitution  was 
adopted,  which  was  intended  to  become 
effective  January  1, 1968.  If  the  three  churches 
accept  this  proposal,  the  new  PNAK  will  be 
a partner  for  negotiations  with  the  Methodist 
Church,  not  only  at  Curasao,  but  in  the  entire 
Netherlands  Antilles.  (ER  1966,  p.  375.) 

The  Church  in  the  Province  of  the  West  Indies, 
The  Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean  and 
the  Americas 

The  third  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  was 
held  in  Jamaica  in  April,  1966,  with  three 
consultants  — the  Rev.  Dr.  Colin  Williams, 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  USA, 
the  Rev.  Fr.  Mark  Gibbard,  of  the  Society 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Oxford,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Arthur  Vogel,  Professor  at  Nashotah 
House,  USA.  These  men  also  addressed  a 
Conference  of  the  Joint  Committee  with 
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representatives  present  from  Roman  Catho- 
licism, the  Baptist  Union,  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  and  the  Caribbean  Assembly  of 
Reformed  Churches  (Presbyterians  and  Con- 
gregationalists).  The  Joint  Committee  agreed 
to  produce  an  Interim  Report  by  January, 
1968. 

Subsequently  the  decision  was  taken  to 
produce  instead  “A  Report  of  the  Anglican- 
Methodist  Consultation  in  the  West  Indies,” 
using  the  English  Report  as  a guide  but 
against  the  background  of  conditions  in  the 
Caribbean.  This  Report  was  approved  by  the 
fourth  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  held 
in  Jamaica  in  March,  1967.  The  Bishops  of 
the  Province  and  the  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  have  sent  this  Report  to 
the  churches  for  discussion  and  comment. 

In  addition  to  these  developments,  separate 
conversations  have  begun  between  the 
Methodists  and  the  Caribbean  Assembly  of 
Reformed  Churches.  A preliminary  and 
exploratory  meeting  was  held  in  Jamaica  in 
April,  1967,  and  a second  meeting  is  being 
held  in  April,  1968,  from  which  it  is  hoped, 
future  directions  will  emerge. 

(ER  1964,  p.  436;  1966,  p.  375.) 


NORTH  AMERICA 

CANADA 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada, 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  — Canada  Sec- 
tion, Lutheran  Church  — Canada,  Synod  of 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches 

Four  Lutheran  bodies,  representing  99.7%  of 
Canada’s  Lutherans  have  joined  together  in  a 
co-operative  agency  known  as  Lutheran 
Council  in  Canada.  These  bodies  are:  The 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada 
(formerly  the  Canada  District  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church),  which  became  autonomous 
January  1,  1967;  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America-Canada  Section;  the  Lutheran 
Church-Canada,  a federation  of  Missouri 
Synod  Districts  in  Canada  which  will  hold  a 
vote  on  the  question  of  autonomy  before 
December  31,  1969;  and  the  Synod  of 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches  (formerly  the 
Slovak  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church). 

The  Lutheran  Council  in  Canada  was  constitu- 
ted August  31,  September  1,  1966  in  Winnipeg 
and  became  operative  on  January  1,  1967.  As 


presently  constituted,  the  Council  operates 
through  seven  divisions:  Theological  Studies, 
Canadian  Missions,  Educational  Services, 
Campus  Foundation  Activity,  Social  Services, 
Public  Relations,  Service  to  Military  Per- 
sonnel; and  one  committee,  Youth  Activities. 
In  the  1966  ER  survey  indication  is  made  of  a 
decade  of  prior  discussions  and  resolutions. 
The  aim  of  these  studies  is  more  and  more 
seen  to  be  ultimate  organic  union.  And  thus  a 
committee  has  been  appointed  (although  it 
is  not  officially  connected  with  the  cooperative 
agency)  whose  task  it  is  to  seek  organic 
union  in  Canada  among  Lutherans. 
Immediate  activity  will  be  centred  upon  more 
extensive  theological  discussions,  for  which 
the  division  of  Theological  Studies  of  the 
Lutheran  Council  will  be  responsible.  In  1968 
it  is  planned  to  hold  area  discussion  groups 
on  “The  Doctrine  of  Holy  Scripture”  among 
all  Lutheran  clergy  in  Canada.  It  is  anticipa- 
ted that  these  discussions  will  come  to  grips 
with  the  areas  of  tension  and  difficulty  and 
will  build  an  understanding  and  co-operative 
relationship  that  will  pave  the  way  for  eventual 
organic  union. 

(ER  1962,  p.  373;  1964,  p.  436  f.;  1966,  p.  376.) 

The  United  Church  of  Canada,  Anglican  Church 
of  Canada 

A previous  survey  of  church  union  negotia- 
tions reported  concerning  the  publication  of 
“The  Principles  of  Union  Between  the  Angli- 
can Church  of  Canada  and  the  United  Church 
of  Canada.”  This  document,  prepared  by 
Committees  of  Ten  from  each  of  the  two 
Communions,  cleared  the  way  for  further 
union  discussions  because  it  reached  unani- 
mous agreement  on  “the  essential  elements  in 
the  faith  and  order  of  the  church,  and  the 
main  principles  that  should  govern  a union  of 
the  two  Churches.”  Publication  of  this 
document  in  June,  1965,  was  a real  landmark 
in  the  discussions  on  union  between  the  two 
Communions.  The  General  Synod  of  the 
Anglican  Church  approved  the  Principles  at 
its  meeting  in  August,  1965,  in  the  following 
words:  “That  this  General  Synod  approves 
the  Principles  of  Faith  and  Order  outlined  by 
the  Committees  of  Ten  as  a basis  of  agreement 
upon  which  to  proceed  in  working  out  the 
details  of  the  organizational  union  with  The 
United  Church  of  Canada  and  any  other 
church  prepared  to  accept  them.”  Similarly, 
it  approved  the  principles  of  organizational 
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union  as  a basis  of  the  structure  of  the 
United  Church  and  likewise  the  steps  to 
be  taken  as  the  two  communions  move  toward 
organizational  Union. 

The  General  Council  of  The  United  Church 
of  Canada  considered  the  document,  “The 
Principles  of  Union,”  in  September,  1966.  It 
affirmed  in  all  good  faith  the  determination 
of  the  United  Church  of  Canada  to  proceed 
with  the  present  negotiations  with  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Canada  until  the  final  goal  of  union 
is  reached.  It  approved  “The  Principles”  as 
a “working  document  upon  which  to  proceed 
in  negotiating  union  with  the  Anglican 
Church,”  it  being  understood  that  the  docu- 
ment was  subject  to  such  revision  and  addi- 
tions as  might  become  necessary  during  the 
negotiating.  It  authorized  the  setting  up  of 
the  necessary  Commissions  to  proceed  with 
negotiations,  just  as  the  General  Synod  has 
also  done.  However,  the  United  Church  in 
its  resolutions  pointed  out  that  there  are  many 
areas  of  concern  that  would  have  to  be 
discussed  much  more  fully  during  the  negotia- 
tions. These  included : 

1.  Safeguarding  and  extending  the  witness, 
service  and  responsibility  of  the  laity 
(both  men  and  women)  within  the  Church. 

2.  Clarification  of  the  act  of  unification  of 
ministries,  and  the  assurance  that  re- 
ordination is  not  implied. 

3.  The  position  of  ministers  not  sharing  in 
the  act  of  unification  of  ministries  for 
valid  reasons. 

4.  The  three-fold  veto  by  bishops,  presbyters 
and  laity,  voting  separately,  on  matters  of 
faith  and  order. 

5.  The  preservation  of  full  communion  not 
only  with  Lambeth  but  with  Congrega- 
tional, Methodist  and  Reformed  Churches 
throughout  the  world. 

6.  Clarification  and  definition  of  the  place 
of  “sacramental  rites.” 

7.  The  place  of  women  in  the  courts  of  the 
Church. 

8.  The  ordination  of  women,  the  place  of 
deaconesses. 

9.  The  nature,  function,  duties  and  tenure  of 
bishops  and  deacons. 

The  United  Church  also  recommended  the 
setting  up  of  an  additional  Commission  or 
Commissions  to  be  concerned  with  “life  and 
work”  and  “church  and  society.”  The  United 
Church  also  declared  that  it  was  now  pre- 


pared to  cooperate  not  only  in  the  preparation 
of  a common  hymnary,  (which  is  now  being 
done  and  which  will  be  published  in  1970), 
but  also  in  serving  world  mission  fields, 
frontier  and  church  extension  communities 
and  other  areas  of  Christian  outreach  and 
witness  where  combined  effort  would  eliminate 
overlapping,  be  more  effective,  and  give 
visibility  both  to  the  oneness  of  the  Church 
and  our  will  to  unity  in  Christ. 

Early  in  1967,  the  General  Commission  on 
Union  was  set  up.  It  has  twenty  members 
from  each  of  the  two  Communions  with  five 
alternate  members  from  each.  The  General 
Commission  is  responsible  for  the  negotia- 
tions for  union,  the  on-going  relationships 
between  the  two  Communions  during  the 
discussions,  and  through  it  the  Special 
Commissions  on  Doctrine,  Liturgy,  the  Cons- 
titution, and  Legal  Matters,  will  report. 
These  special  Commissions  each  have  ten 
members  from  each  side.  Following  the 
United  Church  recommendation,  a fifth 
Commission  has  been  set  up  on  “The  Church 
in  the  World.”  Since  this  is  different  in 
approach  from  most  of  the  discussions  on 
church  union,  its  terms  of  reference  are 
important.  They  are  as  follows: 

i)  The  role  of  the  clergy  and  laity  in  the 
structure  and  work  of  the  Church  in 
society; 

ii)  The  vocation  of  the  Christian  laymen 
and  laywomen  in  every  walk  of  life; 

iii)  The  function  of  the  Church  in  a techno- 
logical and  increasingly  urbanized 
society; 

iv)  The  relevance  of  the  Church,  its  role 
and  teaching,  to  the  whole  intellectual, 
educational,  cultural  and  social  arenas 
of  contemporary  society,  and  to  the 
intellectual  trends  and  social  movements 
which  recurrently  sweep  over  the  world; 

v)  The  role  and  relevance  of  the  Church 
in  every  phase,  and  at  every  level,  of 
government  and  politics; 

vi)  The  role  of  the  Church  in  international 
affairs ; 

vii)  The  means  of  enunciating  the  Church’s 
stand  and/or  attitudes  towards  current 
political  and  moral  issues; 

viii)  Problems  of  communication,  for  exam- 
ple, between  the  teaching  of  the  Church 
and  the  grasp  of  this  teaching  by  all 
members  of  society,  or  the  differences 
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in  modes  of  thought  and  attitudes  of 
mind  between  generations,  or  between 
social  groups,  such  as  English  and 
French  Canadians. 

This  Commission  has  thirty  members  includ- 
ing a preponderance  of  lay  people  (men  and 
women)  representing  many  vocations.  Alto- 
gether, some  one  hundred  and  fifty  people 
are  involved  in  the  discussions.  Steps  have 
now  been  taken  to  involve  theological  students, 
students  for  professional  women’s  work,  and 
youth  in  the  early  twenties  in  each  of  these 
Commissions. 

The  Special  Commissions  have  been  instructed 
to  complete  the  first  draft  of  their  reports 
by  the  end  of  1968.  The  Legal  Commission 
will  report  six  months  later.  It  is  hoped 
therefore  that  the  first  draft  of  the  Plan  of 
Union  may  be  prepared  by  1970,  with  the 
possibility  of  its  revision  and  submission  to 
the  General  Synod  and  the  General  Council 
in  1972.  It  will  then  have  to  be  discussed  and 
approved  by  Diocesan  Synods  and  by 
Presbyteries  across  the  two  Churches.  The 
earliest  possible  date  for  the  consummation 
of  union  will  be  in  1974.  This,  of  course, 
could  only  be  possible  if  everything  went 
smoothly  and  if  no  real  differences  develop 
in  the  discussions  between  the  two  Commu- 
nions. 

However,  there  is  some  indication  that  a few 
within  the  Anglican  Church  would  much 
rather  see  an  understanding  leading  to  inter- 
communion between  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  the  Anglican  Churches  than  between  the 
Anglican  and  United  Churches.  There  is 
some  indication  of  lethargy  in  both  Churches 
toward  the  whole  question  of  union.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  indications  that  many 
within  both  Churches  desire  to  use  this 
period  of  discussion  as  also  a period  in  which 
the  two  Churches  will  grow  together.  Some 
joint  congregations  are  now  being  organized. 
Some  buildings  are  being  used  jointly  by  the 
two  Communions.  There  is  a possibility  of 
co-ordinating  theological  education.  The 
planning  bodies  of  both  Communions  are 
working  together  as  they  look  forward  to  the 
next  decade. 

Permanent  officials  are  being  appointed  by 
both  Communions  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the 
several  Commissions  and  to  encourage  dis- 
cussion and  understanding  across  the  Chur- 
ches concerning  the  issues  of  union.  The 
Executive  Commissioner  on  Union  for  the 


Anglican  Church  is  Canon  Ralph  Latimer, 
who  has  been  until  now  the  General  Secretary 
of  the  General  Synod.  The  Executive  Com- 
missioner for  the  United  Church  is  Dr.  Robert 
Craig  of  Trinity  United  Church,  Peter- 
borough, Ontario.  As  they  take  up  the  educa- 
tional task  with  regard  to  union  issues,  the 
cause  of  union  between  the  two  Churches  will 
doubtless  go  forward  at  an  accelerated  pace. 
(Neill,  pp.  76-79;  ER  1955,  pp.  76  f.;  1957, 
p.  287;  1960,  pp.  252  f.;  1962,  pp.  371  f.;  1964, 
p.  436;  1966,  pp.  376-378.) 


The  United  Church  of  Canada,  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church 

Plans  for  the  organic  union  between  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  USA  made  it 
imperative  for  the  Canada  Conference  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  to  decide 
whether  its  future  should  lie  in  becoming  an 
independent  body,  a part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  USA  or  a part  of 
The  United  Church  of  Canada.  The  Canada 
Conference  is  not  a large  body,  having  forty- 
four  pastoral  charges,  sixty-two  congregations, 
forty-five  ordained  ministers,  and  a total 
membership  of  10,170.  There  is  also  a North- 
West  Canada  Conference  with  thirty-six 
pastoral  charges,  forty-one  ordained  ministers 
serving  fifty-two  congregations,  with  a total 
membership  of  3,586.  The  North  West 
Conference  has  remained  aloof  from  union 
conversations  either  with  The  United  Church 
of  Canada  or  with  the  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States,  but  will  technically  become 
a part  of  the  latter  body  while  maintaining 
its  old  name  and  its  own  autonomy. 

At  the  annual  Conference  in  1964,  the  Canada 
Conference  of  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  authorized  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Six  to  meet  with  a similar 
Committee  from  The  United  Church  of 
Canada  to  discuss  the  implications  of  a 
possible  union  or  merger  between  the  two 
bodies. 

Concerning  doctrine,  the  Joint  Committee 
concluded  “it  is  our  considered  judgment  that 
these  Confessions  make  it  clear  that  the 
Doctrine  of  both  Churches  is  Biblical,  Catho- 
lic, Reformed  and  Evangelical.  Furthermore, 
it  is  our  considered  judgment  that  the  official 
Doctrine  of  the  two  Churches  is  not  only  in 
basic  agreement  but  is  in  agreement  to  such 
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an  extent  that  there  is  no  doctrinal  bar  to 
union  between  the  two  Churches.”  Differences 
in  polity  between  the  two  Churches  (such  as 
the  role  of  Bishops  and  Conference  Super- 
intendents of  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  and  the  call  and  settlement  of  ministers 
in  the  United  Church  of  Canada)  were  not 
irreconcilable.  The  constitution  and  practice 
of  the  United  Church  of  Canada  guaranteed 
the  rights  of  uniting  congregations  to  continue 
to  enjoy  the  rights  and  practices  possessed  at 
the  time  of  union.  The  final  proposals  sub- 
mitted to  both  Churches  declared  that 
actually  a union  of  the  two  denominations 
was  not  involved,  but  rather  the  incorporation 
of  the  Canada  Conference  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  into  the  United 
Church  of  Canada. 

A Plan  of  Union  to  bring  this  about  was 
carefully  prepared  after  many  months  of 
work.  Provision  was  made  for  the  integration 
of  the  congregations  of  the  Canada  Confer- 
ence into  the  various  Presbyteries  and  Con- 
ferences of  the  United  Church  of  Canada. 
Ministers  and  ministerial  students  received 
full  standing  within  the  united  Church  and  a 
number  of  overseas  missionaries  will  continue 
their  service  under  the  United  Church  Board 
of  World  Mission.  The  integration  of  pension 
plans  for  ministers  was  difficult,  because  the 
level  of  pensions  in  the  United  Church  was 
higher  than  those  in  the  EUB  Church.  How- 
ever, by  mutual  agreement  the  ministers  of  the 
Canada  Conference  will  now  receive  precisely 
the  same  pension  arrangements  as  the 
ministers  of  The  United  Church  of  Canada. 
Provision  has  been  made  for  representatives 
of  the  Canada  Conference  to  be  on  all  Boards, 
Departments  and  Committees  of  The  United 
Church  of  Canada  so  that  there  is  a thorough 
integration  of  interests  and  of  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  two  Churches. 

At  its  annual  Conference  in  1966,  the  Canada 
Conference  agreed  by  a small  majority  to 
enter  into  this  plan  of  union  with  The  United 
Church  of  Canada.  However,  by  the  Confer- 
ence of  1967  nearly  eighty  per  cent  of  the 
Conference  voted  in  favour  of  the  union;  all 
of  the  ministers  have  come  into  it.  A few 
individual  members,  on  doctrinal  grounds, 
have  withdrawn  from  the  Canada  Confer- 
ence. 

At  the  General  Council  of  the  United  Church 
in  September,  1966,  the  United  Church  of 
Canada  gave  its  unanimous  approval  to  the 
union.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  General 


Conference  and  the  individual  Conferences  of 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  and 
on  January  10th,  1968,  the  service  consummat- 
ing the  union  between  the  two  bodies  was 
held  in  Zion  Church,  Kitchener,  Ontario,  the 
mother  church  of  the  EUB  Conference.  It 
was  a most  enthusiastic  service  of  thanks- 
giving, with  Bishop  Reuben  Meuller,  the 
senior  Bishop  of  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church,  preaching  the  sermon  and 
the  Canada  Conference  being  received  into 
the  United  Church  by  the  Moderator,  the 
Right  Rev.  W.  C.  Lockhart. 

While  the  union  of  the  Canada  Conference  of 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  and 
the  United  Church  of  Canada  is  ecclesiasti- 
cally an  accomplished  fact,  difficulty  has  been 
encountered  in  securing  the  necessary  private 
bill  through  the  Ontario  Legislature  to  deal 
with  the  property  matters  of  the  Canada 
Conference.  This  Conference  was  incorpora- 
ted by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  in  1930.  The 
property  of  individual  congregations  is  held 
by  a Board  of  Trustees  “as  part  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  Canada  Conference.”  The 
Private  Bill  was  proposed  to  the  1968  legis- 
lature to  transfer  the  property  to  The  United 
Church  of  Canada,  in  which  property  is  held 
in  precisely  the  same  manner.  Two  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  examining  the  Bill, 
decreed  that  it  should  contain  a clause 
enabling  individual  congregations  to  vote 
themselves  out  of  the  union  and  take  their 
property  with  them,  thus  denying  the  “con- 
nectional”  nature  of  the  Church.  This  they 
did  on  the  precedent  of  1925,  when  congrega- 
tions of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada 
were  permitted  so  to  vote.  It  disregards, 
however,  the  fact  that  property  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  was  not  held  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  communion  as  it  is  in  the 
Canada  Conference  and  in  the  United  Church. 
Because  acceptance  of  such  an  amendment  to 
the  Bill  would  have  had  serious  effect  upon 
all  future  union  negotiations  and  upon  the 
right  of  the  Church  to  enter  into  a union  with 
another  Church,  the  Private  Bill  was  not 
proceeded  with  but  will  be  introduced  a year 
hence,  when  the  strongest  possible  legal 
support  will  be  made  available  for  the  Bill. 

In  the  meantime,  it  is  hoped  that  the  very  small 
minority  in  a few  congregations  in  the  Canada 
Conference  will  accept  union  as  an  accompli- 
shed fact  and  will  not  prove  to  be  irreconcil- 
able. This  dissident  minority  is  in  fact  very 
small. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

The  Commission  on  Church  Union  of  these 
three  churches,  established  in  1964,  has 
continued  to  meet  during  the  past  two  years. 
However,  the  status  of  the  conversations  has 
been  made  somewhat  uncertain  by  their 
participation  in  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union.  In  addition,  there  has  been,  in  each 
denomination,  the  need  to  reorganize  struc- 
tures to  better  meet  the  critical  situations 
confronting  Negro  churches  in  the  inner  city. 
Progress  toward  eventual  reunion  has  been 
made.  Resolutions  authorizing  immediate 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Commissions  to 
effect  a union  among  the  three  Churches  will 
be  presented  to  the  next  General  Conference 
of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  and  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Churches 
held  in  May,  1968.  It  is  expected  that  these 
resolutions  will  receive  favourable  action. 
Included  in  the  resolutions  will  be  a request 
for  authorization  directing  the  Commission 
to  prepare  a plan  for  union  within  two  years. 
Thus  the  date  when  the  commissions  expect  a 
vote  on  the  merger  of  theses  churches  could 
well  be  1972. 

(ER  1964,  p.  437;  1966,  p.  378.) 


Consultation  on  Church  Union:  African  Metho- 
dist Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal,  Christian 
Churches  (Disciples  of  Christ ),  United 
Methodist,  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  US, 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  Episcopal,  United 
Church  of  Christ 

The  ER  survey  of  1966  thoroughly  described 
the  background  and  history  of  the  Consulta- 
tion on  Church  Union  up  until  that  time;  this 
article  attempts  to  describe  only  the  activity 
of  the  past  two  years.  The  fifth  annual 
session  of  the  Consultation,  meeting  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  in  May,  1966,  marked  an 
historic  achievement  — it  was  there  that  the 
Preamble  and  first  four  “Principles  of  Church 
Union”  were  approved  for  “transmission  to 
the  constituencies  of  the  participating  churches 
for  study  and  comment.”  These  principles 
were  intended  to  serve  as  the  basis  upon  which 
to  formulate  a Plan  of  Union.  The  four 


subjects  are:  The  Faith  of  the  Church,  The 
Worship  of  the  Church,  The  Sacraments  of 
the  Church,  and  The  Ministry  of  the  Church. 
It  was  planned  to  develop  principles  of  the 
organization  of  the  united  church  during 
1966-67,  with  discussion  and  approval  of 
principles  of  structure  and  organization  to  be 
a major  subject  at  the  1967  meeting  of  the 
Consultation. 

Appended  to  the  1966  report  was  a preliminary 
study,  “The  Structure  of  the  Church,”  which 
was  received  and  sent  to  the  churches  for 
study;  this  paper  tentatively  suggested  two 
local  units  of  structure:  (1)  the  traditional 
parish-congregation,  organized  on  the  basis 
of  the  residence  of  their  members,  and  (2)  task 
groups  for  mission,  education,  and  service, 
organized  for  special  functions.  It  was 
suggested  that  these  task  groups  might  be 
made  up  of  persons  drawn  together  by  a 
common  vocation  in  the  world  or  the  Church. 
District,  regional,  and  national  units  were 
foreseen. 

During  the  ensuing  year,  however,  the  study 
committees  came  to  the  realization  that  the 
Consultation  itself  needed  opportunity  for 
fuller  discussion  of  the  structure  of  a united 
church  before  any  further  principle  on 
structure  be  drawn  up.  Thus  the  1967  meeting 
of  the  COCU,  assembled  in  May  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  was  devoted  to  this  subject.  The 
concern  was  that  “the  structure  of  a united 
church  should  reflect  its  continuity  with  the 
past . . .,  to  provide  in  the  structures  of  a 
united  church  for  creative  freedom,  for  un- 
fettered response  to  the  Spirit  of  God  and 
faithful  obedience  in  mission.”  Ten  statements 
were  approved  as  guidelines,  or  criteria  of 
structures;  because  of  their  possible  impor- 
tance to  other  church  unions,  we  list  them 
verbatim: 

1)  The  structures  established  by  the  church 
should  be  determined  by  what  the  church 
undertakes  to  be  and  to  do  in  obedience  to 
Christ;  in  this  sense  structures  should  be 
functionally  determined. 

2)  The  church  should  make  provision  for  the 
establishment,  change,  or  elimination  of 
structures  as  needs  arise  or  conditions  of  life 
require. 

3)  The  structures  of  the  church  should  provide 
for  many  different  forms  of  ministry  to  the 
world  by  persons  both  ordained  and  un- 
ordained. 
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4)  The  structures  of  the  church  should  provide 
for  the  making  of  policy  decisions  by  repre- 
sentatives, ordained  and  unordained,  democra- 
tically selected  by  their  constituents  from  the 
various  communities  of  vocation,  life,  and 
witness  within  the  church. 

5)  The  structures  of  the  church  should 
provide  for  inclusiveness  with  respect  to  all 
kinds  of  people,  especially  minority  racial  and 
ethnic  groups,  and  for  full  representation  of 
all  its  members  in  every  aspect  of  the  church’s 
fellowship  and  ministry. 

6)  The  structures  should  provide  for  the 
total  ministry  of  the  church  both  to  its 
members  and  to  the  world. 

7)  The  structures  of  the  church  should  provide 
for  corporate  witness  and  ministry  in  the 
several  communities  in  which  men  function, 
as  well  as  for  the  witness  and  ministry  of  the 
individual  Christian. 

8)  The  structures  of  the  church  should 
provide  for  the  exercise  of  freedom  and  order 
under  Christ  in  every  area  of  responsibility 
for  mission. 

9)  The  structures  should  provide  for  initiating, 
maintaining,  and  strengthening  relations  with 
other  churches,  not  only  in  the  United  States 
but  also  in  other  parts  of  the  world  in  order  to 
manifest  the  supra-national  character  of  the 
church;  and  these  structures  should  also 
provide  for  full  participation  in  ecumenical 
action  as  well  as  for  uniting  with  other 
churches. 

10)  The  structures  of  the  church  should  give 
expression  to  its  nature  as  a community  of 
faith.  Such  structures  should  provide  for  the 
mutual  support  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
church  by  one  another  in  the  fellowship  of 
witness  and  service. 

In  May,  1966,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
US  and  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  joined  the  Consultation  and  in 
January,  1967,  the  Christian  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  bringing  to  ten  the  number 
of  churches  participating.  The  meeting  in 
Cambridge  also  revised  slightly  the  “Stages 
and  Steps  Toward  a United  Church”  as  the 
outline  of  a possible  schedule  and  procedure 
for  establishing  the  new  church.  During  the 
following  year,  thousands  of  copies  of  the 
latest  progress  report  of  the  COCU,  (entitled 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  1967),  with 
suggestions  for  detailed  study  and  discussion, 
were  distributed  throughout  the  member 
churches. 


The  1968  meeting  of  the  Consultation 
assembled  in  Dayton,  Ohio  in  March;  both 
observers  and  participants  felt  that  momentum 
and  enthusiasm  had  increased  markedly 
since  1967.  During  the  year  four  commissions 
had  been  at  work  on  1)  the  unification  of 
membership;  2)  the  unification  of  ministries; 
3)  structure;  and  4)  reactions  of  the  churches, 
on  the  “Principles.”  Reports  from  these 
commissions  constituted  the  bulk  of  work  at 
Dayton.  Most  important  was  the  decision  to 
appoint  a commission  to  prepare  the  draft  of 
a plan  of  union  for  submission  to  the  Con- 
sultation not  later  than  1970.  This  draft 
would  be  discussed  and  refined  by  the 
Consultation,  and  then  by  the  participating 
denominations,  after  which  a vote  would  be 
requested.  The  Dayton  meeting  reaffirmed 
the  acceptance  of  the  historical  episcopacy 
with  diversity  of  interpretations  allowed.  It 
appears  now  that  the  theological  questions 
concerning  episcopacy  will  provide  less  diffi- 
culty than  the  working  out  of  an  acceptable 
solution  to  the  problem  of  episcopal  function. 
How  can  the  pastoral  functions  be  related  to 
administration,  representation,  and  instruc- 
tion in  the  complex  society  of  this  generation  ? 
What  are  the  role,  function,  and  power  of 
bishops  as  implied  in  the  phrase  “the  historic 
episcopate,  constitutionally  defined?”  It  was 
further  agreed  that  the  historic  creeds  would 
be  used  for  the  guidance  of  church  members, 
always  recognizing  their  historical  condition- 
ing and  employing  them  in  a non-coercive 
manner. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  the  provisional 
structures  which  will  guide  the  united  church 
in  the  interim  between  the  unification  of 
ministries  and  memberships  and  the  later 
writing  of  a constitution.  (The  COCU’s 
commitment,  unique  among  church  union 
negotiations,  is  to  move  into  union  on  the 
basis  of  a plan  of  union  and  then  prepare 
and  adopt  a constitution  only  after  a period 
of  experience  in  union.)  At  the  national  level 
the  organization  of  the  united  church  provides 
for  a Provisional  Assembly  and  a 40-member 
Provisional  Council.  The  Assembly,  divided 
as  nearly  as  possible  between  laymen  and 
clergymen,  shall  replace  the  national  judica- 
tories of  the  uniting  churches  and  exercise 
governing  powers  and  responsibilities  for 
mission  during  the  transition.  The  question 
of  representation  in  the  Provisional  Assembly 
was  debated  at  Dayton.  Should  representa- 
tion be  limited  to  twenty-five  delegates  from 


29 


each  church,  regardless  of  size,  or  should  the 
constituting  churches  have  a minimum  delega- 
tion of  twenty-five,  with  additional  delegates  in 
proportion  to  their  size?  Due  to  the  close 
vote  on  this  issue  at  Dayton  (38-37  for  equal 
delegations),  it  was  agreed  that  further 
discussion  will  be  given  as  a plan  of  union  is 
prepared. 

At  Dayton  several  practical  actions  were  taken 
which  reveal  important  developments.  The 
number  of  each  church’s  delegation  was 
increased  by  one,  the  additional  person  to  be 
twenty-eight  years  of  age  or  less.  A greatly 
enlarged  budget  was  adopted,  providing  for 
a full-time  secretariat,  beginning  with  two 
staff  members.  Further,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  COCU  asked  that  studies  of 
current  co-operation  among  the  denomina- 
tions and  possible  legal  procedures  toward 
union  take  place.  A committee  was  also 
appointed  to  draft  guidelines  for  local  efforts 
toward  union  and  unified  ministry  already 
underway  or  being  seriously  contemplated. 
The  Christian  education  departments  of  the 
member  churches  are  studying  the  possibilities 
of  co-operative  publishing  efforts;  the  Com- 
mission on  Worship  of  the  COCU  will 
shortly  publish  “An  Order  of  Worship  for  the 
Proclamation  of  the  Word  of  God  and  the 
Celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,”  the  first 
of  several  experimental  services  to  be 
developed  and  used  in  the  participating 
churches. 

Finally,  perhaps  the  most  difficult  problem 
confronting  the  Consultation  in  the  immediate 
future  is  procedural  in  nature.  This  question 
is  involved  in  all  of  the  church  union  con- 
versations : Should  firm  commitment  be  sought 
early,  with  theological  and  structural  prob- 
lems still  unresolved,  or  should  the  majority 
of  such  solutions  be  solved  in  advance  of 
irrevocable  commitment  ? It  must  be  said  that 
different  answers  are  being  given  to  this 
question  in  the  several  discussions  in  progress 
around  the  world  — no  simply  or  universally 
accepted  solution  is  at  hand. 

(ER  1962,  pp.  377-379;  1964,  pp.  438  ff.;  1966, 
pp.  379  f.) 


Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  Second 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church 

The  history  of  the  division  between  these  two 
Churches  and  their  subsequent  efforts  to 
draw  more  closely  together  is  briefly  recorded 
in  the  1966  survey.  At  the  time  of  that  writ- 


ing a proposal  was  being  drawn  up  by  Joint 
Committees  for  submission  to  the  respective 
General  Assemblies  of  the  two  Churches. 
Since  that  writing  this  proposal  failed  to  win 
the  required  three-fourths  majority  of  the 
sixteen  presbyteries  of  the  Second  Church 
and  thus  union  cannot  be  consummated  at 
present.  However,  the  matter  is  still  before 
the  presbyteries  of  the  Second  Church  and  it 
is  still  possible  that  votes  will  be  altered  before 
the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Assemblies  of 
both  Churches  in  June,  1968. 

(ER  1966,  p.  380  f.) 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States, 
Reformed  Church  in  America 

After  a Joint  Committee  of  Twenty-four  from 
these  two  Churches  met  in  January,  1965, 
tangible  proposals  and  plans  for  union  began 
to  materialize.  Study  drafts  were  sent  by 
the  Joint  Committee  for  reaction  and  sugges- 
tions from  presbyteries,  classes  and  indivi- 
duals. Study  Draft  I dealt  with  the  proposed 
form  of  government  and  various  necessary 
agreements  in  the  creation  of  a union.  Study 
Draft  II  concerned  itself  with  the  worship  and 
work  of  the  Church  and  with  rules  of  discip- 
line. Study  Draft  III  had  to  do  with  the 
theology  of  the  Church  and  called  for  the 
immediate  effort  to  write  a new  Confession 
of  Faith  by  the  new  Church.  This  draft  also 
dealt  with  the  shape  of  structures  for  the 
administration  of  a new  Church. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  final  revision  of  the 
Proposed  Plan  of  Union  will  be  presented  to 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  which  meet  in  early  June,  1968. 

(ER  1964,  p.  441  f.;  1966,  p.  382.) 

The  Alliance  of  the  Reformed  Baptist  Church 
of  Canada  and  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church 
of  America 

These  two  Churches  officially  consummated 
merger  negotiations  in  June,  1966.  The  actual 
implementing  of  the  merger  has  taken  addi- 
tional time,  but  this  is  now  largely  completed 
and  the  Reformed  Baptist  Church  has 
become  the  Atlantic  Conference  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  of  America;  the 
scope  of  its  work  embraces  the  Maritime 
Provinces  and  the  Northeastern  United  States. 
The  procedures  in  this  merger  were  not  as 
difficult  as  in  some,  inasmuch  as  no  constitu- 
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tional  changes  were  necessary  within  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church. 

The  Moravian  Church  in  America 

The  Moravian  Church  in  America  consists  of 
two  semi-independent  provinces  (the  Northern 
and  Southern  Provinces)  united  world-wide 
through  the  international  Moravian  Church 
but  administratively  separate  in  the  United 
States.  For  the  past  four  years  discussions 
have  been  underway  looking  toward  a com- 
plete merger  of  the  two  provinces.  For  a 
time  the  Unity  of  Brethren  (located  in  Texas) 
were  participants  in  the  discussion,  but  they 
later  withdrew. 

The  two  Moravian  Provinces  have  now 
developed  a statement  of  principles  for  a 
constitution  of  a united  Moravian  Church  in 
America.  This  statement  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Southern  Provincial  Synod,  scheduled  to 
meet  in  November,  1968,  and  the  Northern 
Provincial  Synod,  scheduled  to  meet  in  1970. 
It  is  hoped  a Constituting  Synod  for  the 
united  Moravian  Church  in  America  might 
be  held  in  1971. 

(ER  1966,  p.  381.) 


The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Evangel- 
ical Synod,  Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church 

As  reported  in  the  last  survey,  ecumenical 
relations  between  these  two  Churches,  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Evangelical 
Synod,  and  the  Orthodox  Presbyterian 
Church,  have  begun.  Committees  met  in 
May,  1966,  and  May,  1967,  at  which  times 
there  was  fruitful  dialogue  in  regard  to  future 
union.  No  doctrinal  problems  appeared  to 
hinder  future  progress,  inasmuch  as  the  stan- 
dards of  the  two  churches  are  very  similar. 
The  two  Committees  drew  up  “part  of  a pos- 
sible plan  of  eventual  union”  and  a “Statement 
of  the  History  Concerned  with  1937.”  The 
Fraternal  Relations  Committee  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  Evangelical 
Synod,  presented  three  concrete  recommenda- 
tions proposing  joint  conferences  and  a joint 
ministerial  institute,  but  the  145th  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Evange- 
lical Synod,  did  not  adopt  the  “Statement  of 
the  History  Concerned  with  1937”  nor  the 
“part  of  a possible  plan  of  eventual  union.” 
It  did,  however,  commend  its  Committee  and 
encouraged  it  to  continue  its  work  toward 
bases  of  eventual  union. 


The  two  Churches  also  held  a joint  ministerial 
institute  during  the  past  year  and  jointly  held 
a conference  on  missions,  church  extension,  and 
Christian  education  May  10  through  13,  1968. 
The  respective  churches  held  their  annual 
General  Assembly  (OPC)  and  General  Synod 
(RPC,  ES)  May  14  through  17  in  neighbouring 
communities. 

Thus,  although  a plan  of  union  has  not  been 
adopted,  various  types  of  fellowship  and  inter- 
church communication  between  the  two 
Churches  are  being  enlarged,  looking  toward 
eventual  union. 

(ER  1966,  p.  382.) 


The  United  Methodist  Church 

The  United  Methodist  Church  came  into 
being  on  April  23,  1968.  During  a liturgy 
which  included  an  offering  of  this  union  to 
God,  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
and  the  Methodist  Church  were  united  to 
form  this  new  Church  after  more  than  ten 
years  of  conversations  and  negotiations. 
During  the  Uniting  Conference  which  followed 
the  event  of  union,  a total  Discipline  (book  of 
church  law)  was  perfected  and  adopted. 

First  official  voting  on  the  Plan  of  Union  took 
place  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  November  11, 
1966  when  the  General  Conferences  of  the 
two  churches  were  in  simultaneous  but 
separate  session  in  the  same  hotel.  Those 
General  Conferences  sent  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Enabling  Legislation  to  annual  conferences  of 
the  two  churches  for  a second  official  vote. 
By  late  June  of  1967  a sufficient  number  of 
affirmative  votes  had  been  cast  in  the  annual 
conferences  to  assure  the  consummation  of 
the  union. 

The  Uniting  Conference,  meeting  April  23  - 
May  4,  1968  in  Dallas,  Texas,  adopted  the 
additional  church  law  which  was  combined 
with  the  Constitution  and  the  Enabling 
Legislation  to  complete  the  Discipline.  Thus 
the  two  Churches,  which  had  been  two 
Churches  under  two  books  of  law  became  one 
Church  under  one  book  of  law.  Four 
Quadrennial  Commissions  were  created  by  the 
same  conference : one  to  work  on  the  unifica- 
tion of  creedal  statements,  one  to  work  on 
unification  of  social  creeds,  one  to  work  on 
the  structure  of  Methodism  overseas,  and 
one  to  work  on  further  restructuring  of  the 
Church. 
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A Resolution  on  Ecumenism  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  considered  by  the 
Uniting  Conference.  Facing  the  multiple 
forms  of  ecumenical  activities  in  which  the 
Church  is  involved,  the  resolution  declared 
the  intention  of  the  Church  to  “continue 
participation  in  the  ecumenical  movement  at 
all  levels  and  also  concurrent  efforts  toward 
reform  and  renewal  within  our  church  life  in 
preparation  for  the  hazards  and  hopes  of  our 
ecumenical  future  under  God.” 

Concurrent  with  the  union,  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  congregations  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
united  with  the  United  Church  of  Canada 
and  Churches  in  Central  Europe  united  to 
form  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  258  f.;  1962,  pp.  374  f.;  1964, 
pp.  442  f.;  1966,  p.  383.) 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  of  America, 
Pilgrim  Holiness  Church 

Both  denominations  have  approved  merger, 
and  a merging  General  Conference  session  is 
now  being  planned  for  June,  1968.  The 
work  in  this  union  goes  back  to  1954,  and 
has  involved  study  and  negotiation  since  that 
time.  The  name  of  the  new  Church  will  be 
the  Wesleyan  Church. 

(ER  1960,  p.  22;  1962,  pp.  375  f. ; 1964,  p.  441 ; 
1966,  p.  381.) 

CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  sincerely  the 
many  people  who  supplied  us  with  the 
necessary  information  to  conduct  this  survey; 
our  work  is  completely  dependent  upon  the 
co-operation  and  correspondence  of  a large 
and  varied  group  of  individuals.  We  should 
like  to  request  further,  that  the  Faith  and 
Order  Secretariat  be  kept  informed  of  the 
continual  development  and  status  of  each 
conversation,  with  descriptive  information  and 
any  documents  available;  these  can  be  quite 
valuable  when  shared  with  other  committees 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  inasmuch  as 
many  of  the  problems  confronted  are  related. 
The  writing  of  this  survey  is  in  some  respects 
analogous  to  an  attempt  to  paint  a flying  bird 
on  canvas.  Part  of  the  beauty  and  truth  of  the 
event  is  in  the  movement  itself,  which  cannot 
be  portrayed  or  captured;  when  the  work  is 
finally  completed  the  picture  is  inaccurate 
because  it  only  depicts  where  the  bird  has 
been!  Confessing  the  many  “built-in”  limita- 
tions of  this  study,  we  have  tried  to  describe 


at  least  the  more  observable  (mainly  institu- 
tional) developments  and  movements  among 
the  various  world  churches  seeking  greater 
visible  unity,  admitting  that  the  all-important 
human  factors,  the  elements  and  results  of 
face  to  face  dialogue,  growth  in  love,  under- 
standing, and  acceptance,  the  essential  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  these  factors  involved  in 
countless  ways  in  each  of  these  conversations, 
simply  cannot  be  encapsulated  and  printed  on 
paper. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  1966  survey,  and  in 
the  introduction  to  this,  mention  was  made 
of  a snowballing  grass-roots  ecumenical  move- 
ment developing  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
among  individuals  and  groups  of  Christians 
(especially  the  young)  often  apart  from,  and 
usually  in  advance  of,  the  more  formal 
organizational  ecumenical  patterns.  To  the 
extent  that  these  developments  represent 
disillusionment  with  the  institution,  and  the 
past  snail’s  pace  of  the  institutional  expression 
of  ecumenism  with  its  many  vested  interests 
to  be  maintained,  they  represent  a warning 
and  a challenge.  If  the  church  is  still  renewable 
from  within,  cannot  the  pace  be  quickened? 
Nor  is  this  phenomenon  confined  to  individuals 
or  small  groups  acting  in  unofficial  capacities 
— local  parishes  and  councils  are  moving  in 
unity  in  many  areas  far  in  advance  of  the 
churches  at  regional  and  national  levels.  This 
fact  is  perhaps  inevitable  and  probably 
necessary  — it  is  a manifestation  of  the 
truth  of  the  New  Delhi  statement  concerning 
the  necessity  of  all  in  each  place  being  one. 
Further,  ecumenical  urban  ministries  are 
conclusively  demonstrating  the  irrelevancy  of 
inherited  confessional  structures  in  the  face  of 
emerging  sociological  patterns. 

This  question  then,  will  become  central : 
should  this  burgeoning  of  ecumenical  thought 
and  activity,  doubtless  prompted  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  be  ordered,  should  it  be  further 
structured?  If  so,  how  can  this  be  done? 
What  is  the  proper  relationship  between 
“Spirit,  Order,  and  Organization?”  If  order 
is  sought,  how  can  the  deadening  effects  of 
institutionalization  be  avoided?  Can  con- 
tinual openness  to  the  Holy  Spirit  be  built 
into  a structure?  This  question  will  increas- 
ingly be  asked  by  union  negotiation  commit- 
tees in  the  immediate  future;  how  it  is 
answered  will  have  a large  part  in  determining 
the  vitality,  the  future  direction,  and  the 
lasting  nature,  of  all  efforts  leading  toward 
church  union. 
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